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IN SENATE, [OP NEW YORK.] 
Mareh 19, 1830. 


REPORT 
Of the Cana] Board, in answer to the following Resolution: 

“In Senate, February 25, 1830. 

“Resolved, That the Canal Board report to the Senate, 

whether, in their opinion, any higher rates of duties or tolls 
can with advantage to the interests of the State, be im- 
posed upon any merchandize or property transported on the 
canals of this State, particularly from the Hudson River into 
the country; and if in their opinion, higher duties or tolls 
may with advantage be imposed, that they specify in their 
report the kinds of merchandize or property upon which 
such higher duties or tolls may be imposed, and the rate or 
amount of increase which may be so advantageously im- 
posed.” 


The questions propounded in the above resolution, and 
the proper answers to the same, may perhaps be illustrated 
by a short preliminary retrospection of the canal policy.— 
Such a review will be useful in arriving at a correct conclu- 
son as to what “the interests of the State” require, in re- 
ference to the tolls to be collected on the canals. 


The advantages to the people of this State to he derived 
fom the construction of the Navigable communications 
between the great western and northern lakes and the At- 
antic ocean, were doubtless based upon the anticipated re- 
venue which these works would produce. The lands thro’ 
which they were located, from tide water to Lake Erie, 
and from tide water to Lake Champlain, were in 1817 in 
the possession of individual proprietors. These lands in 
most cases had been purchased of the government many 
years before, and at such prices as their quality, their local 
advantages, their interior position or remote Stuation from 
market at the time of the sale, imposed upon them. 

Itwas therefore apparent at the commencement of these 
works, that the local advantages in the enhancement of the 
value of the property contiguous to them, would be parti- 
cipated by the landed proprietors and others inhabiting the 
canal sections of the State; and that the great state com- 
munity must look as an indemnity for its expenditures, to 
the revenue to be derived from these works. 

Many can recollect the period previous to the construc- 
tion of the Erie Canal, when it cost from eighty to one 
lundred dollars to transport a ton of merchandise from Al- 
bany to Buffalo. And although it would be impolitic, yet 
itwould not be unjust to raise the tolls so as to make the 
transportation by water equal to what it would be by land, 
if the canals were not made; because this would onlv 
place the canal sections of the State in the same situation 
they were before these works were constructed. 

A law was passed at the commencement of the canals, 
imposing a direct local tax upon twenty-five miles on each 
side of these works. This law was based upon the evident 
principle, that the property in the vicinity of the canals 
was enhanced in value to the amount of the difference be- 
‘ween land and water transportation. Owing, however, to 
the loss and inconvenience which would result from the 
assessment, collection, and payment of this tax, it was ne- 
‘er imposed; and those whe have been almost exclusively 
benefited by these works, having been thus exempted 
irom all direct taxation, it would seem to be an obvious 
principle of justice that the whole state should never be 


BE and Ninth subjected to taxation on account of the canals. 
d Saturdays It cannot be imagined that the people of this state ever 
; the’ resi COntemplated that works which are principally beneficial 
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ina local and individual point of view, should impose a 
tax upon the whole community. And it would doubtless 
be doing great injustice to that portion of our citizens whe 
habit the canal sections, to imagine that they ever sup- 
posed that their brethren in other parts of the state would 
be subjected to taxation to make or maintain the eanals, or 
lo extinguish the debt. "~ 

The State, in its political capacity, may be regarded as 
‘corporation; and the same broad principles of justice in 
‘eference to its wealth, will have perfect applicability. In 
‘corporation consisting of many individuals, an applica- 
‘on of the funds of the whole for the benefit of a 
hart, would be a transgression of the principles of equity, 
unless the fund were invested in such manner as to return to 
the body corporate the principal and interest. 

But the construction of the canals, it may be said, has 
added to our population, and has, thereby, given us an ac- 
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cession of political power which will the better enable us 
|to resist foreign aggression. ‘This is true to a considera- 
ble extent; but political considerations of this kind are not 
received by collectors in payment of taxes. 

Sut the making of the canals has added to the wealth of 
the State, by enhancing the value of the property in the 
canal sections. This is also true. But as this addition of 
wealth has not diffused itself, and cannot diffuse itself 
equally among all the citizens; as two-thirds or three- 
fouths of the whole population derive little, if any, pecuni- 
ary advantage from the canals, it would be unjust and op- 
pressive that works which are thus partial in their benefits, 
should be general in their exactions. 

If,instead of constructing the canals,the State,after having 
borrowed the money for their construction, say ten millions 
of dollars, had distributed the money as equally as might 
be among the people inhabiting the canal sections, such dis- 
tribution would have added ten millions of dollars to the 
wealth of these sections, and would in the same ratio have 
enabled them to bear taxation. And by imposing a mill 
tax upon a dollar, the State would in a thousand years get 
back the ten millions, and would only lose interest during 
that period. ‘This interest, allowing it to equal the prin- 
cipal once in fifteen years, would in the supposed period 
amount to more than six hundred sixty-six millions of dol- 
lars. But the worst part of this financial operation would 
be, that during this millenium of taxation, all the rest of 
the property in the Siate, would undergo the same process. 

Many have supposed that the construction of the canals 
has increased the value of the property in their vicinity four 
or five times as much as their cost, or to the amount of forty 
or fifty millions of dollars. If this is true, it imposes.a 
triple and quadruple obligation upon the canal sections to 
submit to the imposition of such tolls as shall indemnify 
the State. 

The Constitution of this State, article seventh, section 
tenth, ordains as follows: 

“Rates of toll, not less than those agreed to by the Ca- 
nal Commissioners, and set forth in their report to the Le- 
gislature, of the twelfth March, 1821, shall be imposed on, 
and collected from, all parts of the navigable communica- 
tions between the great Western and Northern Lakes and 
the Atlantic Ocean, which now are, or hereafter shall be, 
made and completed: and the said tolls, tegether with the 
duties on the manufacture of all salt, as established by the 
act of the fifteenth of April, 1817; and the duties on goods 
sold at auction, excepting therefrom the sum of $33,500, 
otherwise appropriated by the said act; and the amount of 
the revenue established by,,,¢.act of the Legislature of the 
30th March, 1820, in lieu of the tax upon steam-boat pas- 
sengers, shall be and remain inviolably appropriated and 
applied to the completion of such navigable communication, 
and to the payment of the mterest and reimbursement of 
the capital of the money already borrowed,or which here- 
after shall be borrowed,to make and complete the same. 
And neither the rates of toll on the said nayigable commu- 
nications, nor the duties on the manufacture of salt afore- 
said, nor the duties on goods sold at auction, as established 
by the act of the 15th of April, 1817; nor the amount of 
the revenue established by the act of March 30th, 1820, in 
lieu of the tax upon steam-boat passengers, shall be re- 
duced or diverted at any time before the full and complete 
payment of the principal aad interest of the money borrow- 
ed, or to be borrowed, as aforesaid. And the Legislature 
shall never sell or dispose of the salt springs belonging to this 
State, nor the land contiguous thereto, which may be neces- 
sary and convenient for their use; nor the said navigable 
communications, or any part or section thereof; but the 
same shal] be and remain the property of this State.” 





Thus, “rates of toll,” whatever they may be, but “not 
less than those agreed to by the Canal Commissioners and 
set forth in their report,” &c. “shall be and remain inviola- 
bly appropriated and applied to the completion of such 
navigable communications and to the payment of the inter- 
est and re-imbursement of the capital of the money already 
borrowed, or which shall hereafter be borrowed, to make 
and complete the same.” 

It would seem from the above, that the framers of the 
constitution deemed it possible, that local interests might 
produce partial legislation, and thus jeopardize the inter- 
ests of the whole community; and to guard against the 
possibility of this contingency, the canal fund is thus sol- 
emnly. shrouded in the mantle of inviolability until the 
debt is paid. . 

The “interests of the state,” in reference to the amount 
of tolls which ought to be collected on the canals, will be 
clearly indicated by exhibiting an account of debt and cre- 
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dit between the Erie and Champlain canals and the State, 
from their commencement up to the beginning of the pre- 
sent year. 

If the State had not possessed the auxiliary resources 
which have been applied to the canals; or if it had not di- 
verted those resources from their original destination, it 
would have been compelled to borrow money and incur 
debt on account of the canals,to the amount which these 
auxiliary funds have supplied. And it is therefore appa- 
rent, that the canals, in an account with the state, are justly 
chargeable with all the extraneous aids they have received 
from salt duties, auction duties, &e. 

On a part of the moneys which the State has borrowed 
to construct the canals, it pays an interest quarterly of six 
per ct., and on the remainder an interest, quarterly, of five 
perect. per annum. The stocks created at these rates, and 
paying interest quarterly, were sold at a premium. 

But, in order to simplify the process of stating the ac- 
count between the canals and the state, it is assumed that 
the moneys which have been centributed to the canals by 
the auxiliary funds might have been borrowed at par, on 
stocks paying five per ct interest, annually, instend of quar- 
terly. “This assumption, it is believed, will do no injustice 
ito the canals, by augmenting beyond its just amount, the 
idebt which it will exhibit. against them; and as mencys 
paid annually, in interest, may be converted into principal 
by being re-loaned, it is thought to be correct that the in- 
terest should be compounded. 

The canals not having been deemed to be finished until 
1825, the interest will be computed and the account brought 
up, So as to make the first exiubit of debt and credit at the 
close of the year 1826; and each succeeding year, up to 
the Ist of January, 1830, will be stated by itself. 

The total amount of moneys feceived by the commis- 
sioners of the canal tund trom dhe treasury on account of 
auction duty, salt duty, steam boat tax, and sales of lands, 
up to Ist of January, 1839, is $3,453,553 99 
Supposing the canal fund to be maem@debter to 

the general fund of the State, for an interest 

upon the amounts received annually from 

the treasury, at the rate of five per ct. com- 

pounded annually, the interest thus accrued 

and due from the canal fund to the general 

fund, would have amounted on the Ist Jan’y, 

1829, to the sum of 1,180,436 33 


$4,633,920 32 
The canal debt at the close of the year 1826, upon the 
principle of charging the canals with the sums received 
from auction duties, salt duties, steam boat tax, and sales 
of lands, as loans paying a five peret. annual interest, 
would have been as follows; and the interest upon each) 
portion of the debt for the year 1826, would have been as 
carried out against its debt: 

Six perct. loans ac- 
tually made, (of 
this portion $270,- 
000 was paid off 
in the year) 

Five per ct. loans 








$3,213,500,00 Interest, $188,760 00 


actually made, 4,524,270 99 226 234 11 
Receipts from aux- 
iliary fund, 2,534,545 76 « 126,727 28 








Whole debt, $10,272,316 75 Interest $541,721 39 
The account of the canals with themselves for 1826, 
would then have stood as follows, viz: 
The whole revenue derived from the canals 
for that year, was the tolls, which, after 
deducting the expenses of collection, was $715,245 89 





The following amounts were expended: 
For interest for the year as 
above stated, $541,721 39 
By superintendents of repairs, 124,652 51 
“ appraisers of damages, 1,762 25 
“ canal commissioners, in- 
cluding the improvement 
on Champlain canal 
For incidental expense of 
commissioners canal fuod 


452,850 91 


401 90 





1,121,388 96 





Showing an excess of expenses over the 
whole income derived from the canals 
themselves, for the year 1826, of 





$406,143 07 
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266 Banner of the Constitution. 

A statement corresponding to the foregoing for the year | having been reduced by the tolls on the canals, has increas” | The ¢anal board have, at the present session, passed ay pu 
1827. is as follows: ed each year, so that on the Ist day of January, 1830, it ordinance directing that the provisions of the Revised Th 
Six per ct. loans $2,943,500 Interest, $176,610 00) amounted to $11,398,796 22. And to this last amount of Statutes in reference to weights, shail be carried into ef. Be tio 
Five pet ct. loans, (of (debt should be added the deficits which have resulted fect upon the canals. This regulation abolishes gros. of 

this portion $94,615, since 1826, from the inability of the canals to pay the in- weights, and will thereby add 12 per cent. to the tollson >t 
was paid off in the terest of their cost, and the moneys expended on them, to- | all articles which are estimated by weight. An addition hac 
oy 4,524.270 99 « 222.665 49) gether with the interest on said deficits as follows: to the revenue of seventy-five or eighty thousand dollars Dai 

Receipts from auxiliary | Deficit m 1826, - - - - $406,148 07 may be expected fromm this regulation. a 

fund ' 2.957.346 84 « 147,867 34 = 1827, - - - 146,784 86 Tt has been suggested that the articles of merchandize ® cite 

: “ 1828. - - - 92,369 81 might be classified; and that those which are the most jp. § the: 
Whole debt, $10,425,117 83 Ins’t $547,142 83 r 1829, - mt oe 110,623 51 dispensable to the community, and which are Comparatiye. wis 

The revenue derived from the canals for the year 1827,| Interest on the three first abovemention- ly cheap and ponderous, such as hardw are, crockery, ino- age 
was, ed deficits up to Ist January, 1830. 82,682 23 lasses, sugar, Xe. ought to be charged with less tol] by the Thi 

Tolls, after deducting expenses Amount of debt onthe Ist Jan. 1830, 11,398,796 22 | ton, than articles of luxury, such as fine goods, silks, ke not 

of collection, $845,971 73 —_———_ -— This in theory is an excellent proposition, and if the ca. thot 

Rents of surplus waters, 680 00 Whole amount of debt chargeable to nal board bad the power, they would make it practical F ctav 

$846,651 73 the canals on the 1si Jan. 1830, :' $12,237,399 70 by carrying it into full effect. But it should be remem. i r0v' 
The payments were as follows: Phe canals, therefore, on the Ist day. of January last, dpe ep @ : i consumer oe finally pays, not only B enc 

For interest for the year,as above, $547,142 83 were indebted to the State in che sum last above stated. the toll, but all other costs and ¢ barges upon the article i 4 f 

By superintendents ef repairs, 284,654 16 But the canals themselves, by the facilities which they consumed; and it should be recollected also, that the me. ey 

“ eanal commissioners, 153.551 31 have afforded in supplying the salt works cheaply with fu- | chant stands between the canal board and the consumer: He sion 
Printing, 2.379 64 el, and in diffusing the salt at the reduced price of water | and that the merchant will always apportion the cost of oa 

> ; +24 +2 transportation, over a large surface of po ulation, have, transporiation upon his whole assortment, in such Manner ' 

Refunded tolls, L390 64 p ns popula ra re : | Mr. 

Appraisers of damages, 1,845 00 probably, added one third to the revenues which the salt | as he thinks most beneficial to himself, and least objec. afte 

Proprietors of the Albany basin, $2,473 22 duties at the same rates, would otherwise have yielded. tionable to the purchaser. Fiat 

, : 993.436 59 The goods sold at auction in the city of New-York are, It is apparent, therefore, that the canal board have no of t 
in a greater or less degree, consumed by every state in control over the apportionment of the tolls upon those and 

Showing an excess of expenses over the rev- the Union; but the navigable communications, by adding who finally pay them, any h rep than they have over the as a 

enue of the canals for the year 1827, of | $146,784 86| to the wealth and increasing the density of the population prices of the goods upon “which the tolls are charged, + 
‘a ia ane 1000. tn ee fel in the canal sections, bave augmented the consumption of |and all that the canal board can do on this subject, to as 

A corresponding statement for the year 125, 1s as fo merchandise, and havethereby added to the amount which | promote “the interests of the state” is, to impose such the 
lows: Bia caked would otherwise, at the same rates, have been collected on | rates as will produce the greatest amount of revenue, aj stitt 

Six per ct. loans, $2,943,500 00 Interest, $176,610 00 sales at auction. If then the canals have increased the |to give such simplicity and uniformity to the tolls o: T 

Five per ct. loans, duty on salt thirty-three and a third per cent. and have |merchandize as will prevent fiauds and ensure their Hi obj 

(of this portion added two or three per cent to the duties on sales at auc- | prompt and easy collection. Mle 
$20,000 was paid xe oniiien tion, they ought to be credited instead of being charged A rise of the tolls on the ascending western trade may Nat 
off in the year) 4,429,655 99 “ 220,982 80} with the cimoumt of these additions. afford temptations to pass into lake Ontario by the Oswe. vest 

Receipts rom aux- a . en Ane Ot But regarded in the most favorable light in which any | go canal, and thence through the Welland canal into BB yor 

ihiary fund, 3,529,075 9S ' 176,453 09 reasonable calculation can place them, it will still be Lake Erie; and thus elude the payment of tolls on the By ¢ 

, yas ‘ ——— | found that the canals have yet done nothing towards the| Erie canal from Syracuse to Buffalo. After the openin arate 

Whole debt, $10,902,231 94 Interest, $574,046 79 extinguishment of their debt; and indeed, that they have of the Welland canal it will be simply a question f - me 
Ihe revenue derived from the canals, for the year 1828, not paid the annual interest of that debt, together with fit and loss; for merchandize, other things being equal \ 
wa the monies expended upon them for superintendence and always takes the cheapest route to its place of destination. BBs: 

Polls after deducting expenses on nae OF repairs. That portion of the debt which has been extin- Should this competition, however, with the western part IB jor 

of collection, $792,587 “ guished owes its extinguishment entirely to the auxiliary |of the Erie canal, be hereafter experienced, it will always HiBpor: 

Rents of surplus waters, 1,467 06 moa ang ox| funds, the duties on salt, on sales at auction, and sales of |be in the power of the legislature, to impose such dis- Hifor n 

$794,054 25 lands. &c. criminating tolls upon the Oswego canal, as may be ne- subj 
The payments were as follows: Indications at the seat of the general government ad- | cessary to correct the evil and to sustain the aggregate Mito ¢ 

For interest for the year,as stated , monish us that these funds are in danger of being dimin- of our canal revenues. m 

above, $574,046 a ished, if not destroyed. Such an event, together with an It has been doubted whether the general power in the nite 

By superintendents of repairs, ones _ increased depression of prices and of trade, may disena- Revised Statutes, which groups all the canals into one \ 

7 canal commissioners, 92,310 v2 ble the canals to meet their current expenses and the an- | Clause, and authorises the canal board to “fix the rates of Hi.) 
For printing, 1,331 70 nual interest on the existing debt; and the necessity may tolls to be collected on the canals,” does not imply a wi- tol 
lor incidental expenses of thus accrue, of imposing taxation upon the people of this formity in its exercise: or in other words, whether this abi 
commissioners eanal fund 271 00 state, to sustain the Erie and Champlain canals, as is now | power authorises the canal board to discriminate among I, yi 
* refunded tolls, 388 80 the case with respect to the Oswego, Cayuga and Sen- | the canals, and to fix rates upon one or two, different from Hy » 
i costs of mi Keon oo eca canals. the rates upon the others. The canal board is desirous to 
To appraisers of damages, , 


886,424 06 In every point of view, therefore, it becomes a matter 





of sound policy and a dictate of justice, in reference to 





Showing an excess of expenses over the re- 
venue of the canals for the year 1828, of 


A corresponding statement for the year 1829, is as fol- 


“the interests of the State” to fix the tolls at such rates 
92.369 81| 35 will give the greatest amount of revenue. 

See But this object cannot be accomplished by raising the 
tolls beyond a certain amount, and this amount it is difh- 


act within the clear limits of its authority, and for the 
cause above assigned, the removal of this doubt by the 
legislature should precede any act of this board with a 
view to this discrimination, whether its object be to pre- 
vent the evasion above referred to, or to improve the rev- 





he 


enues of the short canals. Although it should be suppos- \ 

lows: in wi isi d that the rates of toll by th tituti t be uni ) 

; me cult, in many cases, to ascertain with precision before the | ed that the rates of toll by the constitution, must be uniiorm Bey 

Six per Ct. loans, $2,943,500 00 Interest, $176,610 00 experiment is made. The cheapness of an article in-|0n all parts of the “navigable communications” designa- H,\) 

I ‘of th ct a creases its use and where there are competitors in various | ted by that instrument, yet it is not perceived why the le- Buu 
of this portion 


$321,142 99 was 


paid off in the 


year,) 4,409,655 99 2 


Receipts from aux- 


iliary fund, 4,045,640 23 6 





places, in the production of any exchangeable commodity, 
a small imped ment placed ip the road to market which 
210.425 64| S°™* of them are compelleu vo travel, would, in some in- 
<= S*) stances, entirely destroy their business. The city of New 
202.282 0 York is supplied with lamber, in part, from the State of 

’ 1! Maine, from the country bordering Lake Champlain, and 





f this state. c = 
Whole debt, $11,398,796 22 Interest, $589,317 65 from the western parts of this state. The lake Cham 


plain lumber passes upon the Champlain canal about six- 


The revenue derived from the canals for the year 1829,| ty miles; whilst the western lumber is compelled to tra- 


was, 

Tells, after deducting the 
expenses of collection, the 
amount refunded, and the 
proportion belonging to the 
proprietors of the Albany 
basin, 

Rents of surpius waters 


$769,056 85 
1,956 00 





The payments were as follows: 
By superintendents of repairs, $234,504 21 


“ canal commissioners, 

For interest tor the year as 
stated above, 

Salaries of weich masters 
and their assistants, 


enue of the canals for the 
vear 1829, of 


- 
There 


Printing, 1,481 79 heretofore been, and this, the canal board, by arevisionof! farch 18. 1830. GREENE C. BRONSON. 
Services of appraisers of the rates at the present session, have endeavored to eff @Ct. | ummsmsmsenensse css sesetseeSeeSSSSe eS 
damages, 1,992 00 But the revenue on the descending trade, cannot be made  BSOLITICAL. 
7 Samuel Young, ca- materially to increase by raising the tolls. ¢ Valace oe 
nal commissioner, $22 96 With respect to the ascending trade, the possibility of ( COMMUNICATED.) 
Incidental expenses of com- increasing the revenve by augmenting the tolls, is not Spi he “( seas Baik: Be 
missioners canal fund, 202 95 quite so much involved in uncertainty. Merchandise will, | * (rictures upon the “Commentaries on American iin 
881,636 36) to a certain extent, be consumed in the community. But James Kent, Esq: L.L. D.” 
any increase of price will, proportionably, diminish the No. IX. 1 
Showing an excess of expenses over the rev- - |amount of consomption. The articles of merchandize = a 


48,698 21 
589,317 65 


5.116 63 





verse theErie canal from one hundred to two hundred and 
fifty miles. Itis apparent then, that if tolls should be 
raised much on lumber, this article frem the west, weuld 
be entirely excluded from competition in the New-York 
market; and the canal fund would lose all that it now 
gains from this source. A riseof tolls on gypsum would 
enable the importers from Nova Scotia to meet this article 
proportionably nearer to our plaster beds. Additional 
$771,012 85) toll on salt would produce a similar result. An increased 
toll on pot and pearl ashes, on beef and pork, wheat, 
flour, &c. might drive these articles to the Canada mar- 
ket, in whole or in part, and thereby diminish, instead of 
augmenting the avails of the canal fund. 

On the whole, it is not believed that the rates of toll on 
the descending articles can be advantageously increased. 
They may be more perfectly equalized than they have 








which now pay threecents a ton per mile, may, it is believ- 
$110,623 51! ed, be charged with three cents and five mills, and be 


gislature cannot authorise different rates on the Oswego 
and on the Cayuga and Seneca canals. The revenues oa 
these canals might be increased by augmented rates of 
toll, which would produce a very different result on the 
Erie and Champlain canals. 

Although the revenue cannot probably be so much in- 
creased on these short canals as to meet the annual charges 
upon them, yet it may be worth the experiment to ascer- 
tain how near it can be made to approximate this point. 

Respectfully submitted 
S. YOUNG, 
SILAS WRIGHT, Jr. 
WM. C. BOUCK, 
A. C. FLAGG, 
8. DE WITT, 
A. KEYSER, 
H. SEYMOUR, 
/Ilbany, 18th March, 1830. 


The undersigned concurs with the other members oi 
the canal board, in the construction given to the tenth 
section of the seventh article of the constitution, in the 
correctness of the account (upon the principles assumed) 
of debt and credit between the Erie and Champlain ca- 
nals and the state, and in the result of the opinions express 
ec in relation to imposing increased tolls. 





“ny LIBERTAS EST IBI PaATRIA.”—Franklin. 





If we further explore the intentions of the framers of the 











it will be perceived that the whole amount of debt! made to produce a nearly proportionable increase of rev- | Constitution, we shall find that the subjects of internal im- 

justly chargeable to the canals at the close of the year! enue. This alteration will probably add from thirty to | provements, seminaries of learning, charters of incorpora- 

1826 was $10,272,816 76; and that this debt, instead of thirty-five thousand do!lars to the amount of revenue. tion, manuiactures, and agriculture, were not within the 
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an > purview of theircontemplated plan of a federal government. | ternal improvements, &c. Hitherto then we seek in vain CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. 
sed They have been subsequently foisted into it by unconstitu-|for a grant of power _ the subjects a pi cm he 
ef. alacts. ‘They were of subsequent birth. For evidence agriculture, and internal improvements. For we have foun Ss 5 OECD 
‘oss B pers let us recur to the journals of the convention. that Congress had no power over these subjects, under the HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
on § We find the first step taken by the Convention after it | articles of confederation. SULPICIUS. Wepnespay, Marcu 10, 1830. 
ion |) had convened, was to sketch an outline for the proposed The follow Drawback. 
lars 2) government. In doing this, it was at once found that the From the New York Evening Post. e following resolution offered by Mr. ANDERSON, 


views of the members were very different, and even oppo- 
lize F @ cite, upon this subject. Mr. Luther Martin informs us, that 











ins §@ there were three parties of different views: The first party 
Ve. wished to annihilate all state governments, and to establish 
ino- ageneral government in the nature of a limited monarchy. 
‘the B® This party was small, but several belonged te it who did 
&e. B= pot openly avow their sentiments. The second party, al- 
cas — © though not in favor of monarchy, nor for the abolition of 
ical, Be <tave governments; yet wished to establish such a system of 


em t government as would give their own states an undue influ- 
only He ence over the other states. And a third “was truly Federal 
ticle IE & Republican, and nearly equal in number to the other two.” 
mer- fe We have already mentioned that as soon as the conven- 


mer: [Ee ton of 1787, was ready to proceed to business, Mr. Pinck- 
st of HES yey submitted his draft of a federal government, and that 
Annet \r. Randolph also submitted his fifteen resolutions; which 
Djec- after having been for several weeks, the subject of solemn 
jiscussion and debate before the convention, in committee 
VE No of the whole, were referred to a committee of detail to draft 
those and report a constitution conformable to those resolutions, 
er the amended. The committee of detail therefore reported 
arged, , constitution conformable to Mr. Randolph’s resolutions, 
et, to as amended. ‘To these resolutions then, we must look for 
such the objects contemplated by the framers of the federal con- 
e, and stitution to be embraced by that instrument. 
Lis on othe sixth amended resolution, we must look forall the 
their JB objects of legislative power, intended to be vested in Con- 
cress. It is in the following words:—* Resolved, That the 
le may Mi National Legislature ought to, possess the legislative rights 
Oswe. vested in Congress by the articles of confederation; and 
al into Hi moreover, to legislate in all cases for the general interests 
on the Hitof the Union; and also, in those to which the States are sep- 
pening HiRarately incompetent, or in which the harmony of the States 
of pro- Hi may be interrupted by the exercise of individual legislation.” 
z equal Now, under “the articles of confederation,” Congress 

















nation. 
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had no power over the subjects of internal improvements, 
nor seminaries of learning, nor charters of incorporation, 
nor manufactures, nor agriculture, nor even over commerce 
or navigation. The exclusive jurisdiction over all these 


be ne- subjects was expressly reserved by the state sovereignties 
rgregate Mito themselves, when they entered into that compact.— 


one of these objects formed any motive for the States to 
vier into that compact. It was formed solely with 
view to common i It operated upon the 


* in the 
nto one 













rates of ibjects of war, peace, Indian trade, and foreign negoti- 
y @ uDi- tons. It disclaimed any legislative power over the 
ther this Hubjects we have been discussing. Internal powers of 
e among Mevisiation were carefully withheld from it; and the author 
ent from Hi the Crisis says, “It has been well remarked,that the pre- 
sirous to ent union is distinguished from the confederdtion, not so 
for the Hinuch by the increase of powers conferred upon it, as by 
t by the Bihe invigoration of those before possessed. With the excep- 
d with a BiBion indeed, of the new power to regulate commerce, there 
e to pre- Hs no material new powers conferred by the people on their 
the rev- Bibulers.” 
b SUppos- Mr. Madison, in the Federalist, No. 45, says: “If the 
eunilorm Rew constitution be examined with accuracy and candor, it 
designa- il be found that the change which it proposes, consists 
ay the le- Bnuch less in the addition of new powers to the Union, than 
» Oswezo BBBn the invigoration of its original powers. ‘The regulation 
venues 02 BMD! commerce, it is true, is a new power; but that seems to 
rates of ean addition which few oppose, and from which no appre- 
Ht on the Miensions are entertained. The powers relating to war and 
, we, armies and fleets, treaties and finance, with the other 
much in- ore considerable powers, are all vested in the existing 
al charges BRP onvress by the articles of confederation. The proposed 
to ascel BiBbanve does not enlarge these powers; it only substitutes 
is point. more effectual mode of administering them. The change 
‘ating to taxation may be regarded as the most important; 
d yet the present Congress have as complete authority 
GHT, Jr. require of the States indefinite supplies of money for the 
UCK, minon defence and general welfare, as the future Con- 
G, ress will have to require them of individual citizens; and 
r, ¢ latter will be no more bound than the states themselves 
. ive been, to pay the quotas respectively taxed on them.” 
TR, However well the articles ef confederation had provided 
the common defence, yet the government, under 
embers of GP se articles, had no power to regulate commerce. And 
. the tenth HP Vas the want of a power in Congress to regulate com- 
jon, in the Miptce, as we have already said, that gave rise to the new, 
s assumed) ithe abolition of the old constitution. A power in Con- 
mplain ca- Hi to regulate commerce, was needed for two purposes. 
ns express- HP" lor the purpose of promoting domestic manufactures, 
culture, orany other species of domestic industry.— 
ONSON. ue old Congress claimed no power over any of these sub- 
oes Me and among all the complaints against the old 
. astiution. a want of power over these subjects was never 
____——— Bed. But, lst—For the purpose of raising a revenue 
ipetent to the exigencies of the Federal Government. 
‘an Lav, by Tn. “d-—F or the purposes of uniformity in the commer- 
‘egulations throughout the Union. When foreign na- 
‘aid heavy restrictions on our commerce, there was no 
“rm common head to counteract these restrictions by 
‘wwory laws, and to enforce coercive measures, to pro- 
klin. be the general interest of the Union. How far these 


ie 


‘tts of the grant of power to regulate commerce have 
1 . : ‘ . * 

‘kept in view in the “American System,” we shall 

“ter more particularly examine. ‘ 


amers of the 
internal im- 
if incorpora- 
t within the 
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* coustitution, and not a power over the subjects of in- 





‘Was commerce then that led to the forniition of the | amidst the acclamations of the multitude and dischar- 


LATEST FROM FRANCE 

On the 2d of March the King of France opened the 
session of the Chambers at the Louvre. The King took 
his seat on the throne with the princes of the biood, the 
ministers, the marshals of France, and the members of 
the royal orders of knighthood ranged around bim. The 
ladies of the royal family assisted at the ceremony. His 
Majesty having invited the members of the house of peers 
to be seated, and the Chancellor having signified to the 
deputies the King’s permission to take their seats, the 
King pronounced the following speech: 

“Gentlemen :—It is always with confidence that I assem- 
ble around my throne the peers of my realm and the de- 
puties of my departments. 

“Since your last session, important events have confirm- 
ed the peace of Europe, and the harmony established 
between myself and my allies for the happiness of our 
respective subjects. 

“The war in the East is at an end; the moderation of 
the conquerer and the friendly interposition of the powers, 
by preserving the Ottoman empire from the dangers which 
threatened it have maintained the equilibrium and strength- 
ened the old relations of the states. Under the protection 
of the powers who signed the Treaty of the sixth of July, 
independent Greece will arise from her rains. The choice 
of the Prince called to reign over her, sufficiently demon- 
strates the disinterested and pacific views of the sovereigns. 

“I am at this moment, in concert with my allies, pursu- 
ing negotiations, the object of which js to bring about 
between the princes of the Heuse of Braganza, a recon- 
ciliation necessary tothe tranquility of the Peninsula. 

“In the midst of the momentous events with which Eu- 
rope is occupied, I had thought proper to suspend the ef- 
fects of my resentment against a barbarian power, but I 
can no longer suffer the insult upon my flag to remain un- 
punished: the brilliant reparation I mean to obtain, while 
it satisfies the honor of France, will redound, with the 
aid of the Almighty, to the general advantage of Christ- 
endom. 

“The accounts of the receipts and expéniitures will be 
laid before you, together with the statement of the requisi- 
tions and resources of the year 1831. Ihave the satis- 
faction of seeing that notwithstanding the diminution ex- 
perienced in the revenues of 1829 compared witb those 
of the previous year, they have exceeded the estimates of 
the budget. A recent operation has sufficiently shown the 
interest upon which loans can he negotiated, and the pos- 
sibility of lightening the burdens of the State. A law rel- 
ative to the redemption of the public debt will be present- 
edto you; itis connected with a plan of reimbursement 
or exchange, which we hope will reconcile the relief which 
those who are taxed expeet from our cares, with the 
justice and good will, due to such of our subjects as have 
placed their capitals in the public funds. The object of 
the measures upon which you are to deliberate is to satis- 
fy all interests. They will furnish the means of providing 
without new sacrifices, and within a few years, for the ex- 
penses which the building of fortifications, the works in 
progress in our harbours, the repair of roads and the com- 
pletion of canals, imperiously require for the defence of 
the kingdom, and for the prosperity of agriculture and 
commerce. You willalso have to occupy yourselves with 
many laws relative to the judiciary, with various projects 
for the administration of public affairs, and with some 
measures destined to improve the situation of soldiers out 
of service. I have lamented the sufferings which a long 
and rigorous winter bas brought upon my people; but the 
succours of beneficence have been multiplied, and it is 
with a lively satisfaction that I have seen the generous 
cares lavished upon indigence in every quarter of the 
kingdom, and particularly in my good citv of Paris. Gen- 
tlemen, the first desire of my heart is to see France happy 
and respected, developing all the riches of its soil and of 
its industry, and enjoying in peace, institutions, the bene- 
fits of which I am firmly resolved to establish on a dura- 
ble basis. ‘The charter has placed the public liberties un- 
der the safe-guard of the mghts of my crown: these rights 
are sacred and my duty towards my people is to transmit 
them untarnished to my successors. 

“Peers of France, deputies of the departments, I doubt 
not your concurrence in producing the good [ desire.— 
You will throw back with contempt the perfidious insinu- 
ations which malevolence seeks to propagate. If guilty 
manoeuvres place in the way of my government obstacles 
which I cannot, which I will not foresee, I shall find 
strength to support them, in my resolution to maintain the 
public peace, in the just confidence of Frenchmen, and 
in the love which they have always shown for their kings.” 

After the king had delivered this speech, the oath “I | 
swear to be faithful to the King and to obey France,” was | 
administered by the Chancellor to such persons as had not 
yet taken it. The oath “I swear to be faithful to the 
King,” was also administered to such of the Deputies as 
had been elected since the last session. The Chancellor 
then declared, by order of the King, that the session of 
the Chambers for the year 1830 was opened, and the two 
bodies were ordered to meet the next day at noon te con- 
tinue their labors. The King returned to the Tuilleries 


being under consideration: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to bring in a hill allowing a «lrawback of 
nine cents per gallon on all Rum distilled trom foreign 
molasses, when such Rum is exported to a foreign coun- 
try. 
Together with the following amendment offered by 
Mr. Powx: 

‘And to allow also a drawback of four and a half 
cents per square yard on foreign cotton bagging, export- 
ed either in the original packages, or around the cotton 
bales, to any foreign country.” 

After Mr. Martin had concluded his remarks, 

Mr. Sperenr of North Carolina, rose and observed, 
that the friends of equal rights and liberty should feel 
under great obligations to the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, (Mr. Polk) for bringing this subject to the consi- 
deration of the House. And, I need not tell the 
gentleman, said Mr. S. that [am prepared to go with 
him, not only in remedying the evil which he complains 
of, but in regenerating the whole tariff system. 1 view 
it as an imposition which is intended to be practised on 
the sound judgment of the people of this country, and 
one which, while it is intended to enslave a small por- 
tion of the Union, to profit and benefit another, requires 
for its support a usurpation of power wholly unknown 
to the Constitution. And I take occasion to say further, 
that it is a policy foreign from the true interests of this 
country,and one which, if persisted in, will not only end 
in the ruin of the Southern or agricultural States, but 
will sooner or later demolish this empire and sink it in- 
to bankruptcy. - 

Mr. 5S. said he had not risen for the purpose of at- 
tempting to discuss the general principles of the “ Amer- 
ican System:” for if his abilities were sufficient to do 
justice to the importance of the subject, his health 
would not permit it; he, therefore, asked the indulgence 
of the House but for a moment, whilst he, as a South- 
ern representative, and one whose constituents felt 
the injurious efiect, not only of the duty on cotton 
bagging, but of the whole system, expressed his opin- 
ion in relation to the amendment of the gentleman from 
Tennessee. 

If, said Mr. S., upon an examination of the tariff of 
1828, it can be shown that no article which the South- 
ern States imported has been taxed, but such as the 
manufacturing States can furnish us with as cheap as 
we can import it, there might at the first glance of the 
subject be some justification to plead for its passage. 
But if it should on examination, appear that not only 
those, but such as they cannot furnish us with at all, 
have been taxed, the inquiry will naturally result, how 
under heaven has it come to pass, that under a government 
which professes to secure to each portion of the country 
equal protection in enjoyment of life, liberty, aud pro- 
perty, a law has been passed which must act as an en- 
gine of oppression, and rob one portion of the Union, 
and take its just earnings out of its pockets and put 
into others? Without intending or wishing to go into 
the general merits of the’ tariff, if Ido not shew in a 
very few words, that the ‘duty on cotton bagging is the 
effect of what I have stated, I am greatly mistaken. — 
If the manufacturing States could furnish a supply of 
the article in question as cheap as the Southern States 
can import it, why then there might be some pretext for 
laying the duty; but it has been shown in the course of 
this debate, that the very small portion of the country 
which manufactures hemp, can, for all the bagging they 
manufacture, find a market beyond the mountains; and 
the only effect this duty of four and a half cents per 
square yard has un the article at the South is to take 
out of the pockets of the honest, hard working farm- 
ers nearly $200,000 annually, to squander on ob- 
jects in the manufacturing States, and to support their 
extravagance. I[t has been shewn by the gentleman 
from South Carolina, (Mr. Maitin,) in the strong 
view which he took of this subject, that, at the 
adoption of the present tariff, those who advocated 
the duty on cotton bagging were requested to show 
the advantage it could possibly be to the manufactur- 
ing States. This, sir, was not done, nor can it be now 
shown, Only that it is necessary to make the system 
complete, and to effect the ruin of the South. 
So far as my knowledge extends, I have not, in ail 
my life, seen one bolt of it consumed in my country; 
and I venture to say, if the truth could be ascertain- 
ed, there has not, since the war, been one hundred 
bolts of it used in the whole Southern States. Sir, 
{ undertake to say, that notwithstanding the high duty 
we have to pay on the article, we can import it, and sell 
it cheaper in our market, than the domestic bagging can 
be purchased for from the manufacturers. Let any gen- 
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mestic bagging over the mountains into the Southern 
States. Or if the gentleman please, ship ii tous, and he 
willreadily see the truth ot the position which I have stated. 
Yet, sir, with this strong evidence before the face of the 
manufacturers we are made to pay the high duty, to enable 
New England to buy up Kentucky, and get her to vote for 
the tariff. The South then have a right to demand a repeal | 
of the duty. And ifa majority of this House have any mag- 
nanimity, or sense of justice, the appeal must be 
irresistible; for no gentleman, however blinded he may 
be by self-interest, can help seeing the injustice and 
iniquity of the duty. 

The effect that it has on Southern States is highly in 
jurious, and may be shown in a very few words. It 
amounts to this. The manufacturing States, in order) 
to carry out the system of taxation complete, | 
have imposed an unjust tax on a certain article of) 
prime demand in the Southern States; and the tax) 
is no advantage to the manufacturing States. It 
takes out of the pockets of the honest hard working 
farmers of the South, at least $150,000 annuaily, for'| 
the single article of cotton bagging. Sir, in order to prove | 
the truth of the position I have advanced, let us| 
suppose the Southern States to consume, annually, 
4,000,000 of yards of cotton bagging, 43 inches wide; 
aduty on that quantity of 4} cents per square yard, 
would amount to almost $200,000, but I have uo doubt 
that the amount consumed exceeds that quantity Now 
1 ask, (and hope to be answered correctly) can, 
any person desire more conclusive proof of the injustice 
and oppression of the tariff system, than is here atlorded 
ona developement of the duty on this one article? Here 
is a tax of near $200,000 annually imposed on the South 
for the consumption of an article, which they, of necessity, 
are compelled to have; and not having the means to man- 
ufacture it at home, are compelled to seek it in a foreign 
market. And what is most iniquitous of all, the tax does 
not afford a protection at all for the manufactures of the 
article in the United States. 1 profess to be no admirer 
of the Drawback System; I should have preferred a 
resolution to have abolished the duty at once. Draw- 
backs I conceive to be one of the many follies which we 
have borrowed from other countries. And, sir, my objec- 
tiens arise from a belief that there is concealed behind it 
much mischief, and often great frauds are practised on the 
government. But I cannot see any good or substantial 
reason why the Southern States should not be allowed a 
drawback on cotton bagging exported from the United 
States, as well as the Northern States on salt, used in 
saving fish, or in other words, a bounty on fish export- 
ed. Now, sir, I take it the object of drawbacks 








the passage of the tariff to the charge of the late admin- 
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the South, are made under the merican System, to pre- 
sent all the appearances of havoc, destruction, and ruin. 

We had entertained strong hopes, that at the present 
session of Congress, the tariff would have been so mod- 
ified, as to have united all parties. The South, Sir, 
have never advocated a total repeal of the measure.— 
But we had hoped after the party contest had subsided, 
that a measure got up to answer party purposes, and 
arousing party feelings, would have been so modified 
as to have put the South on an equality with the manu- 
facturing States. | do not wish to be understood as laying 


istration. The fact is undeniable, that the measure was 
seized on by both sides for the purpose of answering 
their ends in Certain poruons of the Union. And itis a 
fact beyond contradiction, that certain individuals voted 
for the tariff, for the express purpose of furthering the 
cause of their favorite candidate for the Presideacy.— 
The South has, therefore, a right to demand of this Con- 
gress, and of this administration, a repeal of the obnox- 
ious system, and it in retutn is bound In good faith to 
give it. But, Sir, if we are to judge from the tormer 
conduct of this House, what have we to hope for? A 
deaf ear has been turned to all our remonstrances.— 
And whenever a measure lias been brought forward, 
which proposed a reduction of the high duties, they have 
been indignantly treated. ‘They have, in fact, been denied 
ie usual courtesy which parliamentory usage has as- 
signed to them. Even the State from which I come, 
one of the old thirteen members of the confederacy, ani 
the first to declare themselves of mght free aad indepen- 
dent, has been refused to be heard wm a remonstrance 
against the high and oppressive duty on sait. And to 
prevent a reference of her memoria! toa committee, who 
had prejudged the subject, and who had reported that it 
was inexpedient to make any alterations of the tariff, 
the memorial was laid on the table. 

When the tyrannical acts of this Government become 
so oppressive on the citizens Of any state, as to move 
the humanity of the Legislature to interpose in their be- 
half, it should be a matter of serious concern to those 
who administer the Government. It is not an irrational 
inference to suppose that the Legislature of the States 
are composed of talents suflicient to judge of the powers 
of this Government, and we may fairly presume they 
will never speak but on extraordinary occasions; and 
when the Federal Government transcends its power, 
they should interpose. Sir, let me remind gentlemen to 
beware of the consequences that may arise from the 
indignity with which they seem disposed to treat the 
sovereign States. | ask the friends of the American 





is to prevent the duty from being paid on articles 
which are imported, not with a view of consumption in 
the country, but of exporting them again; as for in- 

“stance, the people of New England urge as a reason 
why they should have a drawback on salt, that they 
do not consume a large quantity of it at home, but 
use it for the purpose of saving fish, which are intended 
to be exported. 

This, sir, was the cause of the drawback being al- 
lowed. AndI have no doubt, upon examination of the 
custom house books, in New England, it would be found 
that scarcely any duty is paid at all on the article of alum 
salt. It is quite an easy matter so to manage the busi- 
ness as to present the appearance of exporting, when in 
fact not half the quantity that is imported is again ex 
ported. Suppose, sir, we were to ask for an account 
of the quantities of fish taken.by the citizens of New 
England. I hesitate not to say, that upon an examina- 
tion it would be found, that all the salt which is pretend- 
ed to be exported, would :mount to more than two pounds 
to each fish. 

And again, sir, there are large quantities of these fish 


consumed in the United States, and a large quantity of 


«the salt which is used in saving them, is again 
brought back. But this is not the fact as regards 
the cotton bagging. It is imported into the United 
States, and immediately exported, and never again re- 
turns, so that there is not that strong probability of fraud 
being practised on the Government, by allowing the 
drawback on that article, as on salt used in saving fish. 
If it were in order to go into a general discussion of the 
Imerican System, it could be easily shown, that it is a 
system of fraud and deception, and, in its effects, fatal- 
ly calculated to reduce any portion of ‘the country to 
utter ruin. Sir, we were promised, when this system 
was adopted, a home market which would consume our 
products, and give us better prices than we could obtain 
abroad. ‘The farmer was always to find a ready mar- 
ket for his produce,and money was tobe put into every 
man’s pocket. But I ask Gentlemen if this has been 
the effect of the system? Have they found it to come 
up to their expectations, or has it not rather, on the con- 
trary, produced a different result? Sir, the fact 
is notorious, while the manufacturing states themselves, 
have not realized the promised benefits, by one hundred 
per centum, the Southern States are sinking into ruin 
under the system. The beautiful and flourishing pros- 
pects of agriculture, which but a few years back adorned 


system, what must be the indignation with which North 
Carolina will look on the proceedings of this House in 
relation to their remonstrance against the high and op- 
pressive duty On salt, and what must be her feelings, 
when she comes to learn that, instead of its receiving a 
respectful reierence, it has been indignantly laid on the 
table? Ihave no doubt she will view it as I do, with 
contempt and indignation. Sir, in the schemes of spec- 
ulation that are geverally going on, North Carolina has 
remained a silent spectator, and has taken no part in 
them, nor will she do it; but however humble she may 
appear, I will inform the friends of the tariff, she is not 
entirely lost to a sense of her injured rights, and when 
all hope is lost, and the day of trial comes, she will 
not be hindmosi in the ranks to resent with just indig- 
nation the insults which have been offered her. We 
are told of disunion. Sir, my state repudiates such an 
idea. 

But let me ask gentlemen what they suppose such 
treatment as they have received this session is calcula- 
ted to lead to, when a majority of this House become 
so lost to every principle of justice and reason, as 10 
refuse to hear the remonstrance of the minority?— 
What hope have we of this republic? Can we expect 
a Government which is composed of delegated powers 
from the state sovereignties to last, when it attempts 
by almost every act of a general nature it passes, to 
usurp the reserved power of its creator? Sir, I ask 
you if the people of North Carolina will submit to be 
taxed to support the manufactures of New England?— 
This, Sir, is what the Legislature of my State have 
remonstrated against’ And, Sir, I undertake to say, 
whatever may be the contrary opinion that a majority 
of this House may entertain from those expressed in 
the memorial, it should, coming from a respectable 
member of the Union, have been treated with respect. 
But, Sir, waiving for the present reflections of this kind, 
let us view the proceeding in relation to the same sub- 
ject, originated in this House. 

What Sir, was the fate of the bill reported by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, proposing a mod- 
ification of the high duties on certain articles? without 
even permitting it to be printed and receive the ordinary 
courtesy belonging to subjects of importance, it was, on 
the first reading, indignantly laid on the table. From 
such a course of legislation as this, what has the South 
to expect? When one portion of the union becomes so 
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insensible to justice, as to refuse to hear their remon. 
strances, there is but one alternative left. That alter. 
native Tneed not mention “Sufficient for the day is the 
evil thereof.” Sir, what are we to say to our constituents 
when we return to our homes, groaning as they are, up. 
der the most excessive and unjust system of taxation {o 
be found on the records of any nation? They will ap- 
proach us to know if we have redressed their grievances. 
What must be their feelings, when we unfold to them 
the history of our legislation? — What must be their fee). 
ings, when we tell them, that nothing has been done?— 
Disappointed in their expectations, they will depart, 
and, driven to desperation by the unfeeling acts of 4, 
unrelenting and overbearing majority opposed to their 
welfare and happiness, from the most unworthy motives. 
the worst of consequences may be dreaded. Sir, there 
iS a state of feeling to which human nature can be driy. 
en, to which insulted feelings and wounded pride may 
be driven, that death is preferable to life. Such, j 
iny Opimon, is the effect this tariff will have on {ly 
South, if not speedily repealed. The history of thi; 
country affords a striking proof of the height of des. 
peration to which an oppressed people may be driven, — 
When, Sir, the tyrants of Great Britain were planning 
the destruction and ruin of this colony, a system of tax. 
ation, fraught with such principles of injustice and ine. 
quality, never entered their minds. 
The famous stamp act and 
insignificance when compared with the Americay 
system. The contrast is this; the former wa; 
a tax imposed by tyrants, in which we were required 
to pay the pence. The latter is one imposed by ou; 
brethren, our neighbors, and professedly republican, jy 
which, for every $100 worth of cotton, rice, or tobac. 
co, We export, we are made to pay $45 It matters no: 
whether the tax be laid on imports or exports, it is al 
the same, if the doctrine be true, that exports and im. 
ports in a series of years are equal. We export to im- 
port, and any duty which government may lay, is a ta 
on this exchange, and if laid in this country, must, in the 
end, come out of the producer of the article exported 
If the friends of the tariff are allowed to collect out o 
us a tax of 45 per cent, they might as well take one hal: 
of our cotton, rice, or tobacco, before we export it, as 
half the articles we import in exchange for it. For my 
own part I can see no difference, and if the system o/ 
robbery and plunder is to be rivetted on us and our pos- 
terity, Lfor one would much rather they would take 
the raw material at once. If, sir, it is to be the law 
of this land that for every dollar which the honest and 
hard working farmers I represent, spend for the neces- 
saries of life, they are to pay this Government forty-five 
cents, | hope in God the system will be so modified as 
to authorize them to take half of our cotton, &c. Ke. at 
once. | would much prefer it to the present tarifl— 
Every person who is desirous of knowing how he is ai: 
fected by the tariff, may tell by setting down at the end 
of the year and simply calculating how much he bas 
expended during the past, for coffee, sugar, salt, iron, 
&c. &c. Ifhe has expended ten dollars, he has paid 
four dollars and fifty cents. If he has expended twer- 
ty, he has paid nine doliars. If he has expended thir. 
ty dollars, he has paid thirteen dollars and fifty cents. 
If he has expended forty dollars, he has paid eigh- 
teen dollars. If he has expended fifty dollars, be 
has paid twenty-two dollars and fifty cents. If he has 
expended one hundred dollars, he has paid forty-five 
dellars. If he has expended two hundred dollars, be 
has paid ninety dollars. The duties on imposts amour! 
to forty-five per ct. ad valorem. When the importing 
merchant lands his goods, he pays under the tariff that 
amount on his goods In the per cent. he lays, he o! 
course includes it, and therefore the consumer has it t0 
pay. And after all, it may be safely said, it is a duty on 
exports, because we pay for these articles with our pro 
duce; and in the end the farmer loses out of the 
price of his produce. Sir, itis not my object no 
wish to go any further into the geveral merits of the 
subject. I know it is not strictly in order, and there art 
many considerations which at present forbid it. But 
sir, I think it is not a difficult task to show the analog 
existing between the conduct of old England toward 
the Colonies previous to the war of the revolution, 4 
that of New England towards the South in relation t 
the tariff. When the mother country engaged in th 
French war which preceded the revolution, the colonie 
to a man came forward in support of British right 
They sacrificed their lives and treasures in support ¢ 
the cause of the Mother country. After the war ha 
terminated, some of the nobility visited this count) 
and saw the flourishing condition in which we wer 
They saw that in point of wealth, in a very few yea 
we should outstrip the mother country. When they re 
turned home, and related these things to the ministry, 
became a matter of serious concern, and it was soon 
solved that in order to prevent the growth and popu 
tion of the colonies, a system of taxation should be de 
vised which would enable the mother country to rei 
burse herself for losses sustained during the war. 
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a me —_—— : ’ 
Sir, let ws now turn our attention to transactions of a 


more recent date, and come a little nearer home. After 
the late war with England, in which the South bore a con- 
spicuous part, and which was a war more to protect New 
England seamen and commerce than our own, the South 
planted the standard of liberty and rallied around it. The 
-acrifices Which she made were more than double the gain 
che derived from the issue of it. After the war was ended, 
what was the first step taken? The New England 
manufacturers came forward and insisted that by the war 
they had been driven to adopt the manufacturing Sys- 
tem, and unless We gave some protection they were 
ruined. The liberality of the South was appealed to, 
and on this, as On all others, it was extended. We lent 
our aid and gave them the protection they demanded. 
The South felt no hesitation in sacrificing a reasonable 
portion of their interests to accommodate the North. 
But sir, this was not deemed sufficient; it was evident 
that the tarifi of 1816 was not sufficient to tax the South 
io that degree, which would enable the manufacturing 
States to compete with them They saw, that ina very 
few years, the rising wealth of the South would so far out- 
trip them, as to sink them into insignificance and con 
tempt; and hence the famous American system was devis- 
ed, which was not only intended to raise the manufacturers | 
in point of wealth, but sink the South into ruin and poverty. 
What in 1816 was asked asa matter of flavor, was in 
1824 demanded as a matter of right. Then, aod not until 
hen, Was it asserted that a system Of taxation was mor- 
ally and constitutionally right, which seized on the | 
wealth of one portion of the Union, and took money out 
of their pockets and gave to another. No: antil thea, 
was the doctrine urged, that because Providence in 
the impartial distribution of its favors, had casi the lot 
of some in a rich, fertile country, warmed by the 
ceneal rays of the sun, and others in a more barren 
and cold climate, that the former had to be taxed to 
make up in point of wealth, the deficiency of the latter. 
This, sir, | repeat, is the effect of the tariff; and if the 
principle holds good in one point, it will in all, and up 
oo the same principle of reasoning, you have the moral and 
constitutional right to tax the wealthy part of our com- 
munity, to an extent that will bring the poor class of an 
equality with them. I shall not on the present occasion, 
go into arguments to prove the unconstitutionality of taxing 
ove portion of the Union for the support and advantage of 
another But | must ask the indulgence of the House a 
few moments, while I notice some of the reasons which 
are urged in support of it. We are told that this coun- 
try 1s able to live on its own resourses, independent of 
Foreign markets; and that, by adopting the American 
System, a home market can be found for our own pro- 
duce. Sir, t: my mind, there is not to be found in sup- 
port of any doctrine ever advanced on earth, an argu 
ment more destitute of truth and reason, than this. In 
the first place, it is a gross absurdity to say that the 
American System affords a home market. If it does, 
ad the manufacturers Can furnish us articles as cheap 
as wecan buy them abroad, why are these high pro- 
tective duties demanded? And why is it that the man- 
ulacturers consider any reduction of daties rather a curse 
than a blessing? To come to the point, if they can fur- 
uish us Cotton bagging as cheap as we can import it, 
why is the duty of 44 cents per square yard laid on the 
article? Why not pass the resolution on the table—al- 
low the drawback, and I will venture to say, the South 
will purchase the article where it can be had on the 
vest terms. Sir, it is equally absurd, to say this coun- 
ry can live on its own resources, as well as to exchange 
with Foreign Nations; and the doctrine proceeds from 
ite same selfish disposition, which unhappily actuates 
some individuals in our country. Because God has 
blessed them with opulence and wealth, they are dis- 
posed to live on their own means, and even without ex- 
changing the ordinary civilities incident to civil life, In 
those States which have dense population, I pretend not 
losay, but that it may be to their iterest to carry on 
manufacturing. But to every person acquainted with 
he Southern States, it is apparent that the system can- 
wt be adopted without incalculable sacrifice. Unac 
quainted with the arts af manufacturing—owning a rich 
aud fertile soil, and being under a climate admirably 
adapted to the culture of cotton, tobacco, rice, and other 
great staples, it is to our interest to cultivate them, and 
‘xchange with other nations for the necessaries of life; 
id | should like to be informed upon what principles of 
ioral reason it is, we are bound to abandon our native 
nits, to accommodate the manufacturing States. 
ho’ sir, we ask them not for a total repeal of the tarifi, 
We are willing to extend them protection, so far as to 
pace them on an equality with us. 1, for one, am wil- 
‘ng to extend protection, so as to enable our country 
War, to defend herself. Further, | am not willing to 
8°; and further, the South will not go. That the pres- 
“tt tariff is the reverse of this, needs no argument to 
Prove. As members of the same great family, we have 
€ appeals to the magnanimity of Congress; but 
“4 remonstrances have been turned a deaf ear to.— 


and that, if we are dissatisfied, we must appeal to 
the Judiciary, which is the tribunal to settle disputes 
between the General Government and the States Sir, 
[ confess, in ordinary matters between the States and 
individuals, the doctrine is tenable. But I deny, that 
in those questions which affect the sovereignty and in- 
dependence of the States, that the majority are to rule, 
or the Judiciary is to be the umpire to decide. No 
person on earth is more disposed to yield to the Judi- 
cial decisions of the country, than I am, in matters cog- 
nizable before them. But when questions of conflicting 
interest exist between the Federal Government and the 
States, | deny that the Judiciary is the tribunal to de 

cide. ‘The people themselves are to decide this matter. 
And I undertake to say, if the grievances under which 
they labor, are not speedily redressed, they will de- 
cide it. But sir, One word more in reiation to the 
Judiciary. Suppose the Chief Magistrate of this coun- 
try and a majority of the Senate, to be in favor of the 
unlimited powers which some attempt to give this Gov- | 
ernment, and vacancies should occur in the Judicial de- 
partment thereof, it is not irrational to suppose, (if tne 
power be considered, that the Judiciary are to decide all 
questions of Sovereignty between the General Govern- 
ment and the States,) that men whose opinions lean to 
the Ministerial side, would be selected, and placed in 
power Aud sir, witha President and both branches 
of tne Government m favor of giving to it unlimited 
powers, what prospects have an injured minority of jus- 
ice, whea they appeal to the Judiciary. This doctrine 

of the minority submitting to Judicial decisions, is the 
doctrine of despotic Governments, who never fail to 
manage the matter so as to make that branch of the 
Government subservient to their will; and once let the 
States concede this power to be in the Judiciary, and let 
the people calmly submit to it, (which God forbid) and 
your Government, sir, which iscalled Republican, and 
said to be limited in its powers, will usurp the powers of 
the State Governments, because it is unlimited in its con 

trol, and the liberty of this country finally destroyed, by 
an undue exercise of ils powers. It is not difficult to see 
the rapid strides which thisGoverament is making after 
power; and the only way to check the evil, is to cut 
off the source from whence it derives its enormous 
quantity of money. The amount collected from impost, is 
annually about $23,000,000, of which the Southern States 
pay about $16,000,000. And sir, for this unequal and 
unconstitutional system of taxation, we have prayed te 
be relheved; and from time to time, have remonstrated. 
Our State Legislatures have protested against the sys- 
tem. Meetings have been held, in which the unjustness 
of the tariff policy has been set forth, for which we 
have been branded with the epithet of disunionists. The 
South cherish no such feelings; they are as firmly at- 
tached to the Union, as any portion of the United States. 
But, sir, let me ask gentlemen to pause and solemnly 
pause and reflect on the course they are pursuing. A 
respectable portion of the Unioa have remonstrated 
against the unjust system of taxation under which they 
are made to jlabor. And this House has, on all occa- 
si0ns, set at nought the petitions. ‘Their remonstrances 
against an unconstitutional exercise of power towards 
them has been indignantly kicked out of doors. lL ask, 
gentlemen, if they supose the wounded pride and patriot- 
ism of the South will tamely submit to such treatment? 
Sir, we want no disunion, and the charge is a foul asper- 
sion, and bl indignantly throw ithack. The wish of the 
South is to cherish unimpaired the principlesof the consti- 
tution, venerate its sanctity, and hand it down to posterity 
unimpaired. But, sir, when we see that hallowed instru- 
ment subserved to answer the most unworthy motives, 
when we see that instrument which was made to pro- 
tect us, and secure to us our liberty, used as an engine 
to oppress, we have but little to hope for. For my 
own part | have no hope that the present Congress will 
do any thing to relieve the grievances of the South, nor 
dol believe any thing will ever be done, until we take 
a bold and independent stand Sir, | shall advise no 
harsh measures, but my own opinion is, from the cruel 
and unprecedented treatment the South has received, 
she would be justifiable in throwing her ports open, and 
declaring the tariff unconstitutional. And, until some! 
such measure as this is adopted, we are doomed toa 
state of vassalage. When the South acts as one man, 
and asserts their injured rights, they will be speedily 
redressed, and not until then. 

Sir, gentlemen may say this amounts to treason or 
disunion. But I think not. It would be the exercise 
of a power reserved to the State sovereignties, and the 
only alternative which is left to an oppressed people, 
driven to desperation by the usurped powers of the 
General Government. It would, in my opinion, be 
that step, which, if taken by any one of the States, 
would lead toa speedy repeal of the Tariff. And I 
have no doubt, if this House should persist in the high- 
toned career, which has characterised their proceed- 
ings this session, in relation to this subject, it will, soon- 
er, or later, inevitably lead to it. And I hope, when 





inthe whole South, a man to eollect the duties for the 
General Government. Sir, I have devoutly prayed that 
this “‘cup might pass us.” Should it not, and weare 
forced to drink it, the consequences be upon them, and 
not upon us 
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SEN ATE.—The Senate proceeded to consider the re- 
solutions offered by Mr. Hotmes on the 5th instant, calling 
on the Postmaster General for ipformation. 

Mr. Grunpy said that, probably owing to his own inat- 
tention, ke had not yet seen the resolutions in print; and, 
desirous of further time to consider them, he would move 
to lay them on the table, with the understanding that they 
should be taken up in a day or two—to which Mr. Hotmes 
assented; and they were accordingly laid on the table. 

The bill regulating the duties and providing for the 
compensation of Pursers in the Navy, was read the second 
time, and considered in Committee of the Whole, and it 
was amended and reported to the Senate, and the amend- 
ment being concurred in, the bill was further amended, 
and ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 

[Takes from Pursers the duty of furnishing supplies, ex- 
cept in cases of emergencies—the sufficiency of their 
bonds to be scrutinized at least once in four years—regu- 
lates their pay--on board a ship of the line at $2,500 per 
annum; on board a frigate at $2,000 per annum; on beard 
a sloop of war at $1,600 per annum; and on board any 
other vessel at $1,300 per annum, in full compensation for 
their services, the same pay when settling their accounts 
at the Seat of Government, allowed at the rate of $1,600 
per annum, for the space of from one to four mouths, at 
the discretion of the accounting oflicer. When at Navy 
Yards or Navy Stations, allowed $1,600 per annum. When 
absent on leave, waiting orders or on furlough, the pay and 
allowances of Lieutenants under similar circumstances— 
and makes them accountable for all articles of supplies 
committed to théir care. | 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the consideration of the bill to provide for an exchange of 
lands with the Indians tesiding in any of the States or 
Territories, and for their removal West of the river Mis- 
sissippl. 

Mr. McKrin ey withdrew the amendment which he pro- 
posed to the 4th section, yesterday, intending as he said, to 
offer it at a different stage of the bill. 

Mr. Frecincuvysen then rose in reply to Mr. Wurre, 
and spoke about two hours. At about three o'clock he 
gave way for the purpose; and on motion by Mr. Navupain, 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE.—Mr. Drayton from the Committee of Naval 
Affairs reported a bill for the security of the Pea Patch 
Island, and for a new water tank, and gravelling the parade 
at Fort Delaware. 

The House resumed the consideration of the resolution 
proposed by the Committee on Retrenchment, to which 
Mr. Wick.uirre yesterday offered the following substitute: 

“That there shall be appointed a Standing Committee 
on the public printing of the House of Representetives, 
whose duty it shall be to supervise the settlement of the ac- 
counts of the Public Printer at each session, and to which 
every motion or resolution to print an extra number of any 
document, message, or report, shall be reported for exam- 
ination and report upon the propriety of printing an extra 
number; and they shall also take under their consideration 
such other reports touching the public printing as may be 
referred to them.” 

To which Mr. Vinton yesterday moved the following 
substitute by striking out all after the word “that,” and in- 
serting “any motion to print an extra number of any docu- 
ment, or other matter, shall lie one day on the table, unless 
otherwise ordered by the unanimous consent of the House.” 
The question being first on the last named amendment, 
A debate of some length took place on the subject, in 
which Messrs. Vrnron, Dwient, Campreienc, Dayis, and 
Wayne joined. The debate turned on the best mede of 
regulating the subject, so as to confine the printing of large 
extra numbers of documents to such as were valuable and. 
calculated to impart information to the people; it being 
admitted that great quantities of documents were often or- 
dered to be printed, on the motion of individual members, 


_of the character and merits of which the House was igno- 


rant, and which, as Mr. Wicxuirre remarked yesterday, 
served only to supply the grocers with wrapping paper. In 
the end Mr. Wayne moved to lay the resolution and amend- 
ment on the table, with the view of afterwards submitting a 
motion to provide a new mode for the execution of the pub- 
lic printing. [Substantially to previde a Congressional 
Printing Office, and to exclude editors of Newspapers from 
any concern with the printing of Congress. | 

Mr. Wickurre called: for the aves and nays on the mo- 
tion, and they were ordered, but beiore they could be tak- 
en, the hour had expired. 

Mr. Mercer, from the Select Committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial of the Colonization Society, and 
sundry memorials from Kentucky, Ohie, &c. on the same 
subject made a report thereon, accompanied by a bill «to 
amend an act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave 
trade,” passed March 3, 1819, which bill was twice read 
and committed. [lt provides that the Secretary of the 
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Colonization Society, twenty-four dollars, for every native 
born free person of color of the United States whom the 
said Board shall transport to any colony of the Society on 
the coast of Africa. ] 

Mr. Mercer, from the same committee, also reported 
the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to negotiate and consult with all the Govern- 
ments, where Ministers of the United States are, or shall 
be accredited, onthe means of effecting an entire and im- 
mediate abolition of the African Slave Trade; and especial- 
ly on the expediency, with that view, of causing it to be 
universally denounced as piratical. 

2. Resolved, That the President of the United States be 
further requested to obtain from all the governments afore- 
said, an express stipulation, or a formal declaration, that 
they will severally regard as independent and permanently 
neutral, any colony or coionies of free people of color, 
which mav be established on the coast of Africa, under the 
auspices, or at the expense of the Government of the 
United States, or of any State thereof, or of any association 
of the citizens. 

These resolutions were read and also committed, and the 
report of the committee ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Perris obtained leave of the House, (by a suspen- 
sion of the rule, 101 to 40) to offer the following resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved, That James H. Peck, Judge of the District 
Court of the United States for the District of Missouri, be 
permitted to make to this House any explanations he may 
think proper, in answer to the charges preferred against 
him by Luke E. Lawless, Esq. which charges have been 
reported on by the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. P. said he moved this resolution in pursuance of an 
intimation which he gave the other day when he moved to 
lay Judge Peck’s memorial on the table, to try the sense of 
Ahe House in granting Judge P’s request. He thought the 
indulgence proposed was a matter of justice to the Judge; 
that there was no precedent against it, as he had examined 
the authorities as far back as 1640. 

A long debate ensued on the resolution, and on the mo- 
difications which were proposed to it. In the begining of 
the debate, 

Mr. Martin moved to strike out the word “explanation,” 
and insert “any respectful written argument, upon the law 
and matters of fact now in evidence before the House,” and 
after some time, to get rid of the debate, 

Mr. Perris accepted this modification, and inserting fur- 
ther the words “or oral,” after the word “written.” 

Thus amended, after an unsuccessful motion by Mr. 
Drayton to strike out the words “or oral,” the resolution 
was agreed to without a count. 

On motion of Mr. Heuputit, the House went into Com- 
mittee of the Whole, Mr. Haynes in the Chair, on 

The Buffalo and New Orleans Road Bill. 

Mr. Mercer rose and entered at large in defence of the 
policy and expediency of the measure, and in reply to the 
gentlemen who had opposed it. He spoke about two hours, 
whien he gave way for the purpose, and the Committee rose 
and The House adjourned. 





Tavurspay, Aprit 8, 1830. 
Removals from office. 

SEN ATE.—The Vice Prestpenr communicated a let- 

ter from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting 
A Sratement, shewing the number of persons who have 
been discontinued as subordinate officers of the Cus- 
toms, and in whose places others have been employed 
by the Collectors, with the approbation of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury; and, also, the increase which has 
taken place in the number of subordinate officers em- 
ployed in like manner, in each District, since the 4th of 
March, 1829. 
From which it appears that the whole number was as 
follows: 
Discontinu’d. Additional, including No. diminish’d. 
occasional inspectors. 


Inspectors, 123 59 10 
Weighers, gua- 
gers& measurers 28 2 l 


Mr. Smurrn, of Maryland, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported the bill for the appropriation of certain un- 
expended balances of former appropriations, with an amend- 
ment, which having been agreed to, the bill was ordered 
to be read a third time. 


The two bills yesterday received from the House of 


Representatives, were severally read the second time, and 
referred. 

The bill regulating the duties, and providing for the com- 
pensation of Pursers in the Navy, was read the third time 
and passed; 34 to 10. 

The Senate resumed the bill to provide for an ex- 
change of lands with the Indians, residing in any of the 
States or Territories, and for their removal West of the 
Mississippi. 

Mr. Fre_incuuysen moved to add to the bill the fol- 
lowing: 

Sec. 9. That until the said tribes or nations shall choose 
to remove, as by this act is contemplated, they shall be pro- 
tected in their present possessions, and in the enjoyment 
of all their rights of territory and government, as hereto? 
fore exercised and enjoyed, from all interruptions and en- 
croachments. 


Sec. 10. That before any removal shall take place of 


any of the said Tribes or Nations, and before any exchan- 


Tribes or Nations, in the premises, shall be stipulated for, 








———— 


secured and guaranteed, by treaty or treaties, as heretofore 

made. 

Mr. McKrinutey then renewed the amendment which 

he heretofore offered to the 4th section, in the followimg 

words: ’ 

“And upon the payment of such valuation, the improve- 

ments so valued and paid for shall pass to the United States; 

and possession shall not afterwards be permitted to any of 
the same tribe.” 

Mr. Frevincuuysen addressed the Senate about two 

hours, in continuation of the speech which he commenced, 

when he gave way for that purpose, and 

The Senate adjourned. 

[The Senate spent a short time in the course of the day 

on Executive business. | 

HOUSE.— Mr. Davis, of South Carolina, from the mi- 
nority of the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted a pa- 
per in the form of a report containing the view of the said 
minority in the matter of the memorial of Martha Bradstreet, 
containing charges of official misconduct against Alfred 
Conkling, Judge of the District Court of the United States, 
for the northern District of New York, which paper was re- 
ceived and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Doppriper, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so amending 
the revenue laws as to permit the importation free of duty 
of any Books, Maps, or Charts intended for the use of the 
Public Library of any State or Territory. 

The House resumed the resolution and amendments re- 
lating to the regulation of the public printing,---the ques- 
tion being on Mr. Hayne’s motion, to lay the whole on the 
table, which motion was decided by yeas and nays, in the 
negative---ayes 63, noes 109,---but the expiration of the 
hour precluded further proceeding to-day. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. THompson, of Geor- 
gia, took up the bill to re-organize the militia system of D. 
C., which, after receiving some amendments, and a brief 
discussion, was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
The House then, on motion of Mr. Powers, went into 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Bucuanan in the Chair, and 
took up the bill for the punishment of crimes in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

A good deal of discussion took place on the details of 
this bill, and, on motions to modify them, in which Messrs. 
Powers, Wickiirre, Semmes, Spencer, of N. Y. Srorrs, 
of N. Y. Burees, Warrriesry, Bovtprn, P. P. Barrorr, 
Wasnineron, Dravron, Doppriver, Tayior, and VeEr- 
PLANK, bore a part. The question which gave rise to most 
of the debate was on a motion of Mr. Wick.uirre, to insert 
the word “free,” in the second section, so as to limit the 
penitentiary punishment for certain offences to free per- 
sons, and leave slaves to be punished according to the 
laws of Maryland and Virginia, now in force in the respec- 
tive divisions of the District. This question was ultimate- 
ly decided in the affirmative---Ayes 58, noes 54. This bill 
being gone through, 

The Committee took up the bill providing for the ap- 
pointment of three Commissioners (by the President and 
Senate) to prepare during the recess, and report to Con- 
gress, a code of laws for the District. 

A good deal of discussion took place also on this bill, 
and motions to amend it. One amendment which prevail- 
ed, was reducing the appropriation for the compensation 
and expenses of the Commissioners from 10,000 dollars, to 
6,500 dollars. Mr. Wicktirrs made a motion to direct 
that one of the Commissioners should be appointed without 
the District, but it was negatived by a large majority. Fi- 
nally the Committee rose and reported both bills, with the 
amendments to the House, and 

The House adjourned. 


Fripay, Apri 9. 

SENATE.—-The Vics Prestpent communicated a let- 
ter from the Secretary of State, informing the Senate that 
the first three volumes of the Foreign Correspondence of 
the Congress of the U. States, from the first meeting there- 
of to the date of the ratification of the definitive treaty of 
peace with Great Britain, in 1783, have been published by 
Jared Sparks, and that 1000 copies thereof have been de- 
posited in the Congressional Library, subject to the future 
disposition of Congress; which letter was referred to the 
Library Committee. 

On motion of Mr. Smrru, of Md. the bill to alter the 
terms of credit on bonds given for duties on goods, wares, 
and merchandise imported into the United States, was re- 
sumed in Committee of the Whole, with the amendments 
reported thereto by the Committee on Finance; which, 
having been amended, the bill was laid on the table, on 
motion by Mr. Dicxrrson. 

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland Road, 
in Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, was read the second time, 
considered in Committee of the Whole, and laid on the 
table, on Mr. Henprick’s motion. 

The bill from the House of Representatives for exami- 
nations and surveys, and alse for certain works of internal 
improvement, was resumed in Committee of the Whole, 
with the amendment reported thereto by the Committee 
on Roads and Canals; which, having been agreed to, the 
bill was further amended, and, on Mr. Knreut’s motion, 
laid on the table. 

The bill to provide for an exchange of lands with the 
Indians residing in any of the States or Territories, and 





ed in Committee of the Whole, with the amendment offer. 
ed by Mr. FReLincuuysen. 

Mr. F. addressed the Senate nearly two hours, in contin. 
uation and conclusion of his speech on the subject. 

Mr. M’Kuney followed in reply, but did not conclude 
before The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE.~The House resumed the consideration of 
the resolution, recommended by the Committee on Re. 
trenchment, relative to the Printing of extra Documents 
together with the amendments offered thereto. 
The bill to relinquish certain reversionary interests of 
the United States in lands in the State of Alabama, was 
read a thirdtime and passed. 

The House then took up the bill for the punishment of 
crimes in the District of Columbia, with the amendments 
reported by the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. A. Spencer objected to the amendment which ip. 
troduces the word “free” befo.e “persons,” and thus cop- 
fines the operation of the bill to free persons. He repelled 
the idea that confinement to hard labor in the penitentiary 
would be no punishment to a slave, and entered into a 
train of reasoning to shew that the discrimination was jm- 
proper and inexpedient. 

As discussion seemed about to arise on this bill, Mr. 
Wuittiesry proposed that the House, according to the 
rule, take up the private docket, and the Speaker accor. 
dingly proceeded to the orders of the day. 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, and took up a number of private bills. Before 
they had gone through the whole of them, the committee 
rose, and reported that there Was no quorum. 

The House adjourned. 


Sarurpay, Apri 10. 
SENATE.—Mr. Sitspee presented the memorial of 
Hall J. Kelley, praying that an examination of a discoy- 
ery which he has made in determining longitude and as- 
certaining distances, may be directed to be made for the 
purpose of testing its usefulness. Referred. 
Mr. Tazewett presented the petition of John H. Plea- 
sants, asking the abolition of the postage on newspapers. 
Referred. 
Mr. Woopnury presented the memorial of the Corpo- 
ration of the City of Washington, asking for a survey of 
the rivers Potomac and Anacostia, with a view to the im- 
provement of the navigation. Referred. 
The following bills which originated in the Senate were 
severally read the third time, passed, and sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence, viz: 

“To extend the time for commencing the improvement 
of the navigation of the Tennessee river.” 

“To change the time of holding the Courts of the Uni- 
ted States for the district of Mississippi.” 

The bill from the House of Representatives “making 
appropriations for the improvement of certain harbors, 
and for removing obstructions at the mouths of certain 
rivers, for the vear 1830,” was reada thirdtime as amend- 
ed, passed, and sent to the House of Representatives for 
concurrence in the amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Extts, the bill to confirm certain 
claims to land in the district of Jackson Court House, in 
Mississippi, was considered in Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

(It confirms all the claims «erived fiom Spain, recom- 
mended by the Register and Receiver for confirmation, 
not exceeding 1280 acres to any one person, and not in- 
terfering with the rights of third persons.] 

On motion by Mr. Hayne, the bill to establish the office 
of Surgeon General of the Navy, was resumed, and on mo- 
tion by Mr. Hayne, an additional section to the bill was 
agreed to, and then ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading by yeas and nays, 36 to 6. 

Sec. 1 authorizes the appointment of a Surgeon Gene- 
ral of the Navy. 

Section 2 makes it his duty to supervise all matters con- 
nected with the health of the crews of the vessels of war, 
and of seamen attached to Navy stations and hospitals, 
to require reports of surgeons apd surgeons’ mates, of the 
casualties, diseases &c. and supervise the selection, pur- 
chase, and putting upall medicines, &c. 

Sec. $8 provides for a clerk at $1150 per annum. 

Sec. 4 fixes the compensation of the Surgeon General 
at $3500 per annum. 

Sec. 5, being the amendment of Mr. Hayne, gives the 
President of the United States discretionary power to al- 
ter the eomponent parts of the Navy ration, and to per- 
mit officers, seamen, and marines, to receive an equivalent 
in money for any part of the ration.] 

Post Office Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. Hotmes, bis resolutions, calling on the 
Postmaster General for certain information, were ré- 
sumed. 

On motion of Mr. Bras, the resolutions were modified 
so as to apply to the late as well as the present Postmaster 
General. 

The 7th resolution, in the words following, was with- 
drawn by Mr. Houmes, viz: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be directed to 
inform the Senate of the number and names of the agents 
emploved by his Department, where they reside, what are 
their employments and occupations. 

On motion by Mr. Barron, the following was inserted 
at the end. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General inform the Sen- 








ges of land be made as aforesaid, that the rights of any such 


for their removal west of the river Mississippi, was resum- 


ate what changes have been made, if any, in the actual 
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March, 1829, and for what purpose. 
The resolutions were then agreed fo nem. con. , 
Eleven bills received from the House of Representatives 
were read the first and second time and referred; after 


which, 
The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE.—Mr. RicHARDSON moved the following reso- 
lution: Which was read and laid on the table, viz: 

Resolved, That the 17th rule of this House be amended 
py inserting after the second period in the rule, the fol- 
lowing : 

And no discussion shall be permitted on any business on 
the day for presenting petitions or memorials, until all the 
States and Territories ehall first have been called to present 
petitions or memorials; and no discussion shall be permit. 
red during the hour devoted to the subjects of reports frou 
eommittees and resolutions until all the States and Territo- 
ses shall have been ealled. | : 

No quorum appearing for some time after the House met, 
motion fora call of the House being negatived, 

Mr. WitttaMs moved to postpone to Monday the resolu- 
‘ion relative to the regulation of the prinung, which motion 
being agreed to, several other resolutions were postponed 


io the same day. 


The House then proceeded to consider the following re- 
«lution reported some days ago from the Military Com- 
juittee. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to re- 
port to this House, at the commencement of the next ses- 
sion, such an organization of the Army of the United States 
ss will reduce the number of its officers, without injury to 
the service. 

A debate arose on this subject, which was terminated 
only by the expiration of the hour allotted for considering 
resoluuons. 

The engrossed bill for the better organization of the 
militia of the District of Columbia, was read a third time 
and passed. 

The House then went again into Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Sreicur in the Chair, on the several bills 
which the committee yesterday had under consideration 
when it rose for the want of a quorum. 

The first of these bills, being the bill “for the relief of 
the City Council of Charleston, South Carolina,” was ta- 
ken up. [This bill was debated in Committee yesterday 
agreat part of the afternoon. It provides that the sum of 
618,900 be paid to the City Council of Charleston, as au 
udemnity for damages sustained in the relief of sick and 
lisabled seamen, under a contract made in the year 1804, 
and not fulfilled by the Treasary Department; and pro- 
vides further, that, if the said Council shall, to the satis- 
faction of the Secretary of the Treasury, stipulate to con- 
tinue, on their part, to perform said contract, there shall 
be paid to them, towards the erection of a Marine Hospi- 
tal, on the site already purchased for that purpose, the sum 


of $9,500. | 


The Committee on Commerce had reported a substi- 
tute for the bill, simply providing that 25,000 dollars be 
appropriated for building a Marine Hospital in Charleston, 
and sllowing nothing for the claims of the city, as provid- 
ed for im the original bill. 

The debate was to-day resumed on the bill, and continu- 
ed until a late hour, by Messrs. Martin, CAMBRELENG, 
Dravron, Wurrr.esey, SurHerRLaNp, Exiswortn, Sren- 
cer of N. Y., Barrincer, and Howarp. After trying the 
question on the amendment, once or twice, without a quo- 
rum, it was finally agreed to, ayes 60, noes 46, when the 
Committee rose, and at half after 4 o’clock, 

The House adjourred. 


Monpay, April 12. 
SENATE.—Mr. Grunpy presented the petition of Sam- 


uel Martin, in favor of exempting pamphlets and newspa- 
pers from postage. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
fice and Post Roads. 

_ Mr. Kine, on leave, introduced a bill to authorise the 
Secretary of the N avy to make compensation to the heirs 
of Taliaferro Livingston and Francis W. Armstrong, for 
the maintenance of fifteen Africans, illegally imported in- 
to the United States; which was read twice, and referred to 
te Committee on Finance. 

Mr. Wooprury, from the Committee on Commerce, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Ralph Reeder, 
ASAing & premium as the inventor of the “Mariner’s Time 

ompass,” . 
lhe Senate then, (about half after 11 o’clock,) went into 
he consideration of Executive business, and remained 
vith closed doors until 6 o'clock, when they adjourned. 


HOUSE.—Mr. Bucnanan, from the Committee on the 
ielary, to which was referred the bill from the Senate 
liereasing the terms of the Judicial Courts of the United 
‘tites for the Southern district of New York, and adding 
© the compensation of several District Judges of the U. 
lates,” reported the same with several amendments. 

Mr. Heapninn, from the Committee on Internal Improve- 
aye in the following resolution, which was laid on 

* WaADIe; 
 nevolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here- 
Y authorized and required to cause an examination and 
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duties of the Assistant Postmater General since the 4th of siris, in the State of Ohio, and so on as near a westerly di- 


rection, as the ground and other circumstances will admit, 
tothe East line of the State of Indiana; and also a route 
for a roud from Beavertown, aforesaid, through Petersburg 
and Poland, to Ravenna, in said State of Ohio—and that 
he report to Congress at its next session, plats of the sur- 
| vey, and estimates of the cost of constructing said roads of 
earth, at a width of not less than thirty-eight feet. 

Mr. Wickutrrer, from the Committee on Retrenchment, 
laid before the House a letter addressed to him by the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury, accompanied bya statement of the 
receipts and expenditures of the United States, from the 
4th of March, 1789, to the 3ist of December, 1829, and of 
the balances of money in the Treasury at the close of each 
year; and a statement of the appropriations made by law 
during the same period. 


be printed, which was agreed to. 

Mr. Baytor, from the Committee appointed on the 28th 
of December last, to which was referred on the 18th of 
February last, the petition of the Trustees of Centre Col- 
lege, of Kentucky, who are also the trustees of the Ken- 
tucky Institution for the Tuition of the Deaf and Dumb, 
reported a bill to amend an act entitled**an act for the ben- 
efit of the incorporated Kentucky Asylum for teaching the 
Deaf and Dumb,” and to extend the time for selling the 
land granted by said act. 

The bill having been twice read, 

Mr. Krncarp moved that the bill be engrossed and or- 
dered to a third reading, and offered a few words in explan- 
ation of the bill. 

Mr. Wurre, of Florida, strenuously opposed the bill, as 
prejudicial to the interests of the Territory of Florida, in 
which the donation was lecated, and concluded by moving 
the indefinite postponement of the bill. 

After some debate, the bill was ordered to a third reading 
by a large majority. 

The bills heretofore reported by Committees of the Whole, 
end first in order to-day, were, on motion of Mr. Hempxiir, 
postponed to Thursday next; ‘and 

The House again went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Haynes in the Chair, on the Buffaloand New Orleans 
Road bill. 

Mr. Mercer rose, and spoke two hours in continuation 
ind conclusion of the speech which he commenced im sup- 
port of the bill when it was last under consideration. 

Mr. Hvussarp, of New Hampshire, followed, and address- 
“i the Committee more thi: an hour, in opyosition to the 
bill. 

Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, succeeded, and in a speech 
of nearly two hours duration, delivered his views in support 
of the bill. 

Mr. Lea, of Tennessee, next took the floor, but it being 
near 5 o’clock, he moved that the Committee rise. It rose 
accordingly; and the House adjourned. 
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APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the Senate. 


Grorce Brack, of New York, to be Consul of the U. 
States at Santos, Brazil. 

Joun K. Campserr, of Florida, to be Attorney of the 
United States for the Southern District of Florida, in the 
place of Johr G. Stower, resigned. 

Ausertr Smirn, of Maine, to be Marshal of the United 
States for the District of Maine, in place of Benjamin 
Green, removed. 

Bensamin D. Wrienrt, of Florida, to be Attorney of the 
United States for the District of West Florida. 

Leonarp Jarvis, to be Collector of the Customs for the 
District, and Inspector of the Revenue for the port of 
Passamaquoddy, in the State of Maine, fromthe Ist April, 
1830, when the commission of Stephen Thatcher expired. 

Levi R. Lrycoin, to be Appraiser of Goods for the 
port of Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, vice William 
Little, removed. 

Daniet M. Duretr, of New Hampshire, te be Attorney 
of the United States for the District of New Hampshire, 
in place of Samuel Cushman, rejected. 

James W. Exvm, of Florida, to be Marshal of the United 
States for the District of West Florida, in place of Adam 
Gordon, removed. 








The anniversary of the birth day of Thomas Jefferson, 
was celebrated yesterday in this city by a public dinner, at 
which there were present about one hundred and fifty gen- 
tlemen. The President of the United States, the Vice 
President, the Heads of the different Departments of the Go- 
vernment,a great number of the members of the Senate, 
and of the House of Representatives, including the Speak- 
er of the latter body, were of the number. 

The entertainment was very handsomely served up 
at the Indian Queen Hotel, at about half past six 
o'clock, and upon no occasion perhaps has a similar cel- 
ebration taken place in this country, at which there was a 
grealer assemblage of public men, distinguishei for res 





yh Beavertown in the State of Pennsylvania, thence | 
Ww Lisbon, Canton, Wooster, Mansfield, and Bu-| ples of Mr. Jefferson, a 


pectability andtalents. The toasts delivered on the ocea- 
sion were in strict accordance with the political princi- 
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Mr. Wickiirre moved that 3000 copies of the document f 
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es which were drawn forth from several of the company, 
responded to those principles. We shall, publish hereaf- 
ter, the particulars of this celebration, contenting ourselves 
for the present with copying the following toasts: 

“The Kentucky Resolutions of ’98—Drawn by the same 
hand which drew the Declaration of Independence; a 
practical illustration of Jeffersonian Republican princi- 
ples, and a correct definition of the relative powers of the 
State and Federal Governments.” 

“The Virginia Resolutions, and Madison’s Report of the 
year °98—Text books in the Jeffersonian School: When 
they cease to be read and admired, the days of Liberty 
will be numbered.” 

“A wise and frugal Government, which shall restrain 
men from injuring one another, shall leave them otherwise 
free to regulate their own pursuils of industry and improve- 
ment, and shall not take from the mouth of labor the 
bread it has earned: this is the sum of good government.” 
—Jefferson’s Inaugural Address. 





Through the politeness of a member of Congress, we 
have been placed in possession of a document of much in- 
erest. It is a report made to the Senate of New York on the 
19th of March last, from the Cana] Commissioners in answer 
‘0 a resolution calling upon them for their opinion upon the 
expediency of encreasing the tolls upon merchandize and 
property transported on the different canals of the State, 
and as it contains much important matter highly interest- 
ing to the American public, during the present rage for 
internal improvements, we have given it a place in our pa- 
per of to-day. 

The subject of internal improvements, like the tariff, 
has been got up in this country by appeals rather to the 
prejudices of the people, than to their understandings.—— 
Sound economical views seem no where to have had entire 
control of any of our extensive roads or canals, but section- 
al interests, and popularity seeking intrigues have had full 


any public man who would have raised his voice to arrest 
the improvidence and extravagance of leading politicians, 
in regard to appropriations for internal improvements, 
would have been denounced and put down as an enemy to 
the public prosperity. That day however, has now gone 
by. Experience, with ber chastening hand, has confirmed 
the truth of the predictions long since pronounced by wise 
and prudent men, and thousands are now suffering for their 
incautiousness in listening to the calls of the selfish or the 
ignorant. On the road between Harrisburgh and Pitts- 
burgh in Pennsylvania, there are hundreds of families who 
have been for years struggling in poverty, in consequence 
of having been induced by the plausible arguments of those 
who were supposed to be wise, to invest their property in 
turnpike stocks, or to take upon themselves contracts for 
the construction of sections of roads, looking for their pay 
to the mere skeletons of corporations, which commenced 
their works without capitals. ‘The journals of the legisla- 
ture of that State, are abundantly filled with petitions for 
relief from contractors and companies al] over the common- 
wealth, and we have no doubt, that an investigation into 
the subject would shew, that Pennsylvania, by her improv- 
ident, unsystematic and injudicious policy, has sunk full 
one half of all the capital ever expended within her limits, 
on roads, bridges, canals, and the improvement of rivers 
and creeks. 

But unfortunately, the people of that State, have not yet 
felt the whole extent of the evils which are to be looked 
for, from her mistaken course. ‘I'he public expenditures 
thus far, have been met by loans. The odious and unpop- 
ular burthen of a direct tax, has been postponed up to the 
present period, and probably will not be resorted to, so long 
as the interest on the existing debt can be met by new 
loans. ‘That it must, however, come to that issue, is clear 
to every one who has examined the subject; and if there 
are any so blind as yet to believe, that the income arising 
from the canal which is to connect the Susquehanna with 
the Aleghany river, will at an early day, be adequate to pay 
the interest on the debt, we think his delusion will] vanish 
when he reads the report of the experiment made with the 
New York canals. From that report it is shewn, that 
during the four years that these canals have been 
in Operation, commencing with 1826, and ending with 
1829, the income arising from the tolls, beyond the neces- 
sary repairs, has no. been adequate to pay the interest on 
the capital expended in their consiruction, amounting to 
about $10,000,000. By a pro forma account current and 
interest account, stated by the Commissioners, to shew the 
true operation of the canal system, it appears that tle de- 
ficit was in 
1826—$406,143 07 
1827——146,784 S86 
i828— 92,369 81 
1S824———110,623 51 
Interest to Jan.}, IS80-—— 82,682 23 
Making in the whole—$838,603 48 
This plan of stating an account current adopted by the 
Commissioners, is a very judicious one, and their views in 
relation to the computation of compound interest oa the 
capital expended, are perfectly sound, tor indeed, where a 
lapse of time occurs in the expenditure of a fund, the in- 
terest forms quite as important an item in a caleulation, as 
the capital tiself. ‘This principle ought not to be lost sight 
of, and by way of bringing its importance into the view of 








our readers, we shall, upon some early occasion, lay before 


; the impressive speech-/ them some curious calculations connected with it. 
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The following letter recently addressed to us, is from a 
rentleman of the highest respectability, on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, who is truly what his signature imports, 
“a Maryland farmer;” one whose land is chiefly devoted 
to the cultivation of wheat. We are glad to see such in- 
dependent sentiments proceed from such a quarter, and 
we cheerfully second his project of a convention. The 
present moment is peculiarly adapted for one grand, gene- 
ral, and dast struggle. If the next session of Congress 
should pass by, without a relaxation of the restrictive sys- 
tem, all hope of its subsequent abandonment wiil vanish. 
Combinations will be formed, by which a perpetual charge 
upon the treasury, of ten or fifteen millions of collars a 
year, will be kept up, so as to take the place of the nation- 
al debt, as soon as it shall have been extinguished, and the 
people and their posterity to the remotest ages, will have 
fastened upon them a system that can never be shaken oft. 
Roads, where roads are not wanted, canals, running along 
side of other canals, or of rivers; pensions to the militia of 
the revolutionary and the late wars; endowments for schools, 
hospitals, and other private institutions, will become objects 
for profuse, improvident, and wasteful expenditure of the 
public money, for no other reason but to keep on the high 
duties, and millions upon millions of dollars will thus be 
extorted from the people’s pockets, with the single view of 
sustaining a handful of desperate monopolists in the prose- 
cution of a business unprofitable to themselves, as well as 
tothe country. The mind of the patriot sickens at the 
contemplation of the picture. | 

Maren 29, 1830. 

Dear Sir, 

Mr. Cambreleng’s report from the Committee on Com- 
merce, as was to have been expected, has called forth con- 
iradictory statements and decided opposition. The most 
conspicuous sources of these, as far as I have yet seen, are 
the Salem Register, and Professor List. 


We, in the country, who have no access to ‘authentic 
documents, are left in a state of uncertainty amidst the 
conflicting statements—and the contrary views of Profes- 
sor List, if erroneous, ought to be explained. I see with 
pleasure, that your columns are already open for a fair re- 
view of these matters. 

The object of this communication is to state to you, that 
ninety-nine hundredths of all who are interested in this 
question between restrictions conferring monopoly upon 
manufacturers, and free trade, must depend upon the paper 
edited by you for a just umpirage in this vitally interesting 
contest, which, although not binding upon either side, will 
lead us to a view of all the authorities cited for each matter 
of fact statement, that we may the better judge of them. 

The usefulness or mischievousness of the system upon 
which the present tariff is fourded, must be brought to 
open and full discussion before the people of this country— 
the increasing national solicitude demands it—and the 
question must be decided upon its merits by the people 
themselves. It must not be, that the direct and essential 

_interests of seven tenths of the population of the United 
States are to stand in jeopardy in condescension to an equi- 
vocal, or, probably, fanciful experiment of benefitting a 
portion of the remaining three tenths, whilst the mere 
politicians of the country are hedging behind views in re- 
lation to the “next President,” fearful to adjust, with inde- 
pendent manliness, and true patriotic devotion, this great 
interest of the people. ‘This remark is intended to apply 
to all parties, for it appears to be merited by all—and the 
people of this country must force Congress into serious 
and determined discussion and action upon this all-impor- 
tant concern. The question of the “next President,” al- 
ways important in itself, becomes small and insignificant 
by comparison with the national interest invelved in the 
tarifi—and if the welfare of the great body of the citizens 
of this republic, is the true object of legislative attention, 
Congress cannot, without a great sacrifice of duty, longer 
abstain from a thorough investigation of the policy of the 
present tariff. 

Whether Congress can or cannot be prevailed with, but 
more particularly if they cannot, to take up this question at 
the present session, I beg leave to suggest through your pa- 
per, to the freemen of the United States, to take into de- 
liberate consideration, how far it would be advisable to call 
a Convention of Delegates from all the States, to meet at 
a central point inthe Union, to represent the sentiments 
and interests of the opponents of the present tariff, consist- 
ing of agriculturists, mechanics, merchants, ship owners, 
and all others, advocates of free trade—there to bring the 
question fully and fairly before the country, and to give to 
M an impetus that shall force it into ample investigation, 
and solemn adjudication. 


A MARYLAND FARMER. 





One of the boasted blessings of the British Constitution, 
is, that it is not a written Constitution, and that of conse- 
quence, those who are called upon to administer it, can 
accommodate it to the actual circumstances of the people; 
in other words, that the King, Lords, and Commons, nei- 
ther of whom are chosen by the people, can fit it to suit 
the body politic, as a taylor fits a suit of clothes, or as na- 
ture fits the skin to the body natural. Its admirers con- 
tend, that by this means the Government can always .con- 
sult “the gene:al welfare,” and as a portion of the mem- 
bers of the House of Commons are elected with some refer- 
ence to the popular representative principle there is no 
danger that the constitution will be made to fit too tight, 
so as to restrict any of the limbs of the body and prevent 
them from performing their natural functions. 


not believe. 
doctrine of “general weliare,” a latent defect, which was 
quite as capable of producing mischief as of producing 
good. They fancied that under pretence of promoting the 


This dogma of the British school, the men of "76 did 
They thought they could discover in this 


welfare of the British Empire, the British Colonies -in 
North America were most grievously oppressed by those 
who administered this constitution, and that one of the 
most invaluable privileges which belong to the social state, 
the liberty of applying one’s industry to the pursuit best 
adapted to his faculiies and means, was restrained to an op- 
pressive degree. ‘They refused any longer to submit to 
injustice and oppression, and in announcing that fact to the 
world, justified their course by an appeal to the inaliena- 
ble right of man to resist oppression, and to withdraw his 
allegianee from a Government which extended to him in- 
justice instead of protection. 


In framing their new Constitution, the sages of the Rev- 
olution were resolved to obviate for their posterity as well 
as for themselves, ail the diiheulties which they had expe- 
rienced under the tormer Government. Amongst other 
things, they resolved, that the Constitution should be writ- 
ten, and not left as im the mother country to the arbitrary 
interpretation of rulers. They also resolved, that those 
who should be elected to rule over them, should be invest- 
ed with limited powers, and that no mistake might arise as 
to the extent of these powers, they were all specified in 
the body of the instrument under which the rulers were to 
act. Vain and delusive, however, were their reasonings 
and their hopes. They fancied that those who should 
come after them would be as wise and as virtuous as them- 
selves. ‘They fancied, that language was adapted to con- 
vey to the apprehensions of all men, a clear view of the 
intensions of those who formed the new social compact, 
and that by adopting that method of laying down the funda- 
mental law, the people would entirely escape the evils of 
arbitrary interpretation. In this calculation they deceived 
themselves. A lapse of forty years has demonstrated, that a 
written Constitution is not a much more eflicient barrier to 
protect the liberties of the people against the encroachments 
of arbitrary power, than an unwritten one. It is all folly 
for us to suppose, that protecting tariffs and partial distri- 
butions of the public money, for roads and canals, by the 
operation of which, millions of people ar@ unrighteously 
plundered of their property, have their entire origin in any 
dubious language employed in the Constitution. Have we 
not seen new discoveries made every year, of new powers 
in that instrument, of the existence of which, no one ever 
before dreamt! And have we not lived to see the day, 
when the term “general welfare,” for the promotion of 
which specific grants of power were conierred upon the Na- 
tional Government, whilst for the promotion of the same 
“general welfare,’ all other powers were withheld, has been 
seriously urged, as justifying the exercise of the very pow- 
ers which have been explicitly reserved to the States, or to 
the people? Can we therefore believe, that we owe the 
actual usurpations of the General Government, altogether 
to an honest belief, that the framers of the Constitution in- 
tended to confer the disputed powers?’ We answer no.— 
The protecting policy is founded in that deep rooted selfish 
principle of man, which for the advancement of private in- 
terest, breaks down the barriers of justice, equity and mo- 
rality, leading some to defraud and others to rob; and had 
no pretext been found for giving it the colour of law in 
that provision of the Constitution which declares that 
“Congress shall have power to regulate commerce with 
foreign Nations,” one would have been found in some 
other provision. The Internal Improvement System, has 
its origin also in the same selfish principle. It is a part of 
the tariff policy, and necessary touphold it. The fear that 
the extinguishment of the public debt, will lead to a re- 
duction of taxes, has awakened all the selfish fears of the 
tariff party, and they are prepared to create a new charge 
upon the people’s pockets, by appropriations for roads, ca- 
nals, schools, militia pensions, &c. to the amount of twelve 
millions of dollars per annum, so as to prevent the people 
from enjoying the blessings of a cheap Government, which 
imposes no more burthens upon them, than such as are 
necessary for its economical support. How far they will 
be able to succeed in this second scheme of oppression, 
remains to be seen. 

Now, whence is this power to expend the public money 
for roads and canals, said to be derived? It is admitted on 
all hands to be no where expressly granted by the Consti- 
tution. It results according to the common doctrine, from 
the provision which declares that “Congress shall have 
power to make all laws which shall be necessary and proper 
for carrying into execution the foregoing powers,” that is, 
those powers which are specifically granted. Now what 
is the specified power which authorizes roads and canals? 
Says one, it is found in these words, “Congress shall have 
power to declare war,” and inasmuch as war may happen 
on land as well as at sea, and as an army cannot march or 
transport its munitions, without roads of some sort, and as it 
may happen as it did last war, that our country may be as- 
sailed at two very distant points, viz: on Lake Erie, and at 
the mouth of the Mississippi, it follows that Congress has a 
right to make a road from Buffalo to New Orleans, and a 
canal from Washington City to the Ohio River, and as 
many more roads and canals as the people may require for 
pacific purposes. 

Another relies upon this provision.—*“Congress shall 
have power to establish post-offices and post-roads,” and 
declares, that inasmuch as to establish a post-road, does not 
mean the mere designation’ the route upon which post- 








en, 


offices shall be established and over which the mail shall be 


transported, nor the mere cutting a way through a foros; 
or laying logs over a swamp, or building a bridge oye, 
streams otherwise impassable in time of freshets-—but 1), 
absolute laving out of roads, as they are laid out by coup. 
ties and States, it follows, that Congress has the power ty 
make rail-roads and canals and magmificent bridges al] oy,. 
the country, even at an expense ten times as great per ay). 
num, as the whole income derived from postages. 

A third, rests his pretensions upon this language of th, 
Constitution,--“Congress shall have power to regular, 
commerce among the several States,” and reasons thus:— 
Inland commerce can only be carried on between place. 
between which there is a communication by roads, rive;. 
or canals. ‘To regulate internal commerce, does not mean 


on Congress of permitting, if it sees fit, any particula, 


laying of taxes upon the whole people for the purpose o| 
benefitting particular sections of country, by the constr. 
tion through them of roads and canals to cost ten times the 
amount of all the benefit they could possibly confer. 

A fourth thinks he has discovered the balin for his higrd 
strained conscience, in the following provision—“ OU gTEss 
shall have power to pay the debts and provide for the coy. 
mon defence and general welfare of the United States” 
and itis proper here to remark, that this is the broades 
latitudinarian ground assumed in this discussion. Its ad. 
vocates sustain it thus:-——-Every Government ought to hay: 
power to promote the general welfare, and as Congress cay 
never do otherwise than wish to promote it, it follows, thy 
they have the power to do whatever a majority for the tiny 
being, shall choose to consider to be for the public good. 
The sophistry of this reasoning is too palpable to de. 
ceive. Ifthe term promotion of “the general welfare,” ay. 
thorizes the exercise of any power except that which ): 
specifically granted, Congress must possess unlimited pov. 
er, and this nation instead of being governed by fixed an 
inmutable principles, is governed by an authority as abs. 
lute as that of the Sultan, or Don Miguel. These yer 
men, when they butcher the Greeks, or hang up on the 
gallows the advocates of Constitutional liberty, justif 
themselves upon the gound that such measures are caley: 
lated to promote “the general welfare.” But who does no 
see, that the general welfare advocated by these despots, i 
the private welfare of themselves and a few privileged or. 
ders? And who cannot see, that the general welfare abow 
which so much has latterly been said in this country, is th 
private welfare of particular districts of country and classes 


of people? 





It seems that Mr. Rebello, formerly Charge d’ Affaire: 
of Brazil in the U. States has fallen under the displeasure o/ 
his Sovereign, for having whilst in the discharge of his off 
cial duties, consulted his private interest more closely than 
was liked by his Government. The following official article 
appeared in the Diario Fluminense of the 12 of February, 
as a portaria, or command issued by the Minister of Finance, 
to the proper law efficer. 

“Jose Sylvestre Rebello, having in the account for the 
building of the frigates, Izabel, and Principe Imperial, an! 
other expenses incurred through his agency in the United 
States of America, where he was charged with the affairs o 
this empire, debited the National Treasury with forty-siz 
thousand two hundred and eighty-two dollars and fiflers 
cents, under the title of commission or agency, as is shewn 
from the enclosed copy of account current; and refusing to 
refund that sum, as appears from his original despatches o! 
26th August, 1828, and 26th of May, of the year past: His 
Majesty the Emperor, directs, that you proceed in form o 
law, against the said Jose Sylvestre Rebello, that the Tree 
sury may be re-imbursed the said dollars, or, their equi’ 
alent in national money at the current exchange, there no 
being included in this account, the expenses accruing 0! 
the payment of the bill which he drew upon London on a 
count of his commission, which in due time, will also 
transmitted to your Judicial care, for the’ complete indem 
nity of the public treasure. 

God preserve vou. Palace, February 10, 1830. 
| THE MARQUIS OF BARBACENA 
To the Fiscal Judge. 
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TERMS.—This paper is published at the corner of E and Nint 
streets, near the General Post Office, on Wednesdays and Saturday: 
during the session of Congress, and on Saturdays during the rest « 
the year. 


The price is Five DoLLaRs per annum, payable in advance. Sul 
scriptions for less than a year, at the rate of six potzars per annul 


Postage is to be paid in all cases, except where a letter enclose’ 
least the amount of one year’s iption in advance, in notes of no | 
denomination than five dollars, and without the intervention of an agent. 

Any bookseller, post master, or other respectable person, |" ® 
part of the United States, or elsewhere, who shall obtain after tt 
date, four subscribers, and remit the sum of twenty dollars in 4 
vance, shall be entitled to one copy of the paper, as a commission. 


There are on hand no files of the back No’s. 


* *After the first of December next, this paper will be publist 
in the ordinary newspaper form, twice a week thr the year, 
five dollars per annum, of the size of the Richmond Enquirer, © 
will embrace the general range of subjects usually expected 1 
newspaper not devoted to party politics and local questions. 


Printed by WILLIAM GREER, corner of E and Nis! 
streets, three doors west of the General Post Office. 


































say they, to exercise the discretionary power conferred up. 


State to “lay imposts or duties, on imports or exports,” or. 
to “lay any duty of tonnage,” but it means to authorize thp 
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